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From The Chairman OUR FUTURE ADDRESS...
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We hope the Muscum will reopen sometime in August. The first three months will be free as usual, afler thal
non-members will have o pay SOP. 1t i intended to have a formal opening, and additionally a Quiz Night for
members and friends of the museum.

act in the interest of the trust and not in their own or that of another body. They cannot pass on their : ! PiLs 13 L Reloes 2 2
mny,mmmmmmmm.Astummm L.F.B <
has the right to co-opt people an to the committee, or subcommitiees but such additional people, whether they be | <o B, 13 > S.N. / 3
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trustess, and therefore do not have formal voting rights on the committee. K.B. 11 i J.T. 10 3
mvitation of the committee the i were for the year 1995-96: ' P.C. .
R Mrs. Merd Pipe (Being the landlady of Sp mm% ‘ “CF' 17‘ ‘ E.V. 3 2
Mrs. Margaret Hurley (Maldon Town councillor, representing Town Council). ; see e >
Mrs Shi ; ine Makdon Distri ; x od :
Aicoaty, Vi Viiiags mwswu?mmmfml | (8 of a possible 11] [* = Councillor]
| Note: Council seetings sometimes coincide with our own.
|
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TION

?efer bafk to Issue No. & of “Penny-Farthing’ where you will find 'canned’
»xnfquatlun on the sore isportant conditions relative to becoaing
(egxstered under the terss of 'The Museuss & Balleries Comsission’.

Ke have flready reported that Mr. Arthur Wright of Southend Central Museus
has confirsed that he is willing to continue as our CURATORIAL ADVISER.

ke arg now pleased to add that Mrs Shirley Millidge of Maldon District
Council, profiled in issue No.4, has agreed to act as our appointed
CONSERVATION ADVISER.

The Docusentation Plan is in hand but target dates cannot be set with any
confidence until such tise as our coeprehensive ‘stock check® has been
cospleted using the existing recording procedure. We shall then use the
latest available eanual paperwork for all artefacts recently received and
not already recorded; we shall actually “sake 2 fresh start’ using the
recomsended procedures including nusbering. In due course we shell no doubt
have our own cosputer in the new museus office and record our artefacts on
that (the cosputer, that is!), but unless a fairy godeother or for that
gatter z fairy godfather waves a sagic wand, it is unlikely that we shall
have one in the imsediate future.

Having applied for Support Brant Assistance fros the South Eastern Museums
Service (SEMS) we received notification of a grant for £100.00 towards the
cost of our new documentation, which will tetal approx £150.00 + VAT. ke
have now received a1l we ordered, and are ‘ready to go’.

Kith any luck we chall begin to use the new Register, with a nen set of
entry nusbers before we sove into The Lodge.

tttltll!tttttttttlttttlltlttttltttltl!!tt!tl!ltt!tt!ttltltitt3tl!tlttl!lt!i

* BRANCH LINES TO MALDON °
The new edition of this popular book by (the late) Dennis Swindale 15 no¥
available. It will be on sale at the Museua Shop when it cpens, but in the
peantiee if you wish to receive an early copy please write tg: Paddy Lacez;
c/o The Prosenade Lodge, 47 Nill Rd. Maldon, CHS SHY, enclosing 2 cheque
postal order for £3.95p. payable to Maldon District Museus Association.

A VISIT REPORT

Have you ever been to Vestry House Museus ?. It is well worth a visit. I
recently had a day out with our Langford WEA Class, and as the Nillias
Morris Museum had been vandalised by sose mindless morons we had a change
of plan and went to Church End, Walthasstow where, barely 6.1/2 siles froa
the City of London we found rural atsosphere and Vestry House.

Vestry House was built in 1730 in brown stock brick, a work-house costing
£343. 125, 3d. A simple eight-roosed sysmetrical building with one roos
downstairs used for Vestry Meetings; the rest occupied by ‘the paupers’.
Now, the rooms are used for archives, local history library, and suseus.
o~
There is a panelled roos, the panels having been brought=from Essex Hall,
one of the old manor houses of Walthamstow, built in 1596. A carved
fireplace too was rescued.
In workhouse days the loft was a dorsitory and until 1933 only had a ladder
for access: it is now a study roos for students. I particularly liked the
roos reconstructed as a Victorian Parlour, and also the inscribed stone
plague, still in it's place at the entrance to the building -
This house erected
An. Dom. MDCCXXX
If any would not work
neither should he eat

Dur next stop was The Tate Gallery. One word to describe this place -
Wonderful ! Mind you, should you decide to go do take sandeiches for lunch;
you could waste a lot of time waiting at the restaurant.or searching for
the snack bar ! We opted for a hot-dog from the van outside, and it was
delicicus ! His ice creamss were good toa.

Ke then moved on to the Royal Rorough of Kensington and Chelsea. Leighton
House. This was the home of Frederic, Lord Leighton (1830-1894), the
classical painter and President of the Royal Acadesy. Beorge Aitchison
designed the house and it is the expression of Leighton's vision of a
private palace devoted to art. The Arab Hall is the centrepiece with a
fountain in it's centre, a dazzling quilt mosaic frieze and Isnik tiles. It
is quite stunning. The whole house is full of Victorian art, Leighton's
studio has & gilded dose, and the opulent fantasy extends throughout.

As you can see, we had a great day out. Our next WEA trip is quite
different; we are spending the day on a Thames Barge !
N.P.
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REGUEST - NUSEUN INFORMATION

¥e have a considerable nusber of photographs of Maldon and Fhe surrounding
gistrict and these, particularly if added to the Naldon SDCIE?Y collection,
would give a good pictorial history of the last century to which our
collection of relzted docusents could be applied.

What we do NOT appear to have is a bulky file on THE HISTORY OF MALDON
MUSEUX fros it’s inception in 1922 (London Road ?) to it's departure frog
Spindles on 31st August 1993, We feel that our slender ‘Museus’ file of
newspaper cuttings etc could be improved upon.

IF therefore you have any inforsation, verbal or written, newspaper or
photograph, anything which will help to piece together a coaplete histary,
then plesse contact the Secretary or any eesber of the coemittee. Thank

you.
ARRAAATRER R dNRaetdtiRiineeiitideiiteltedsaeteqtiiqaesitesetsseteeqsttest]
CIVIL DEFENCE

Essex County — Eastern Area
(Maldon Borough, Burnhas U.D., Maldon R.D.)

The following are the recorded figures for the
European War 1939-1945
Alerts 1174
Incidents 777

' Bosbs
High Efplosive 1,628 Kines 83
Incendiary 24,844 Parachute Boebs 3
Phospherous 1.B. 39 0il 1.B. 43
; Dther Missiles
Flying Bosb V.1, 83 Rocket v.2. 94
’ Casualties
Killed 25 Injured 191

TOTAL MISSILES 26,778

T.J . HOWSON RUSSELL,
A.R.P, Sub-Controller,

A.R.P. Officer,
¢

> to MEMBERS and OTHERS who have in any way helped to update our records.
> to MEMBERS and OTHERS who have donated additional artefacts,

> to Mrs Hiner for a copy of 'Penny-Farthing’ No.{ as appealed for in the
last issue; and of course to those we were later able to decline.

BEERRERR R AR e R R R R R RN R s SRR eRRRRss st et etsestssasraasstesntesy
A notice, aleost exactly 100 years old, probably displayed in the porchway
to St. Andrew’s Church, Heybridge, now in the possessigmeof a aember...

NOTICE N

The Proprietors of the
4th,5th,b6th,7th,Bth,& 9th Public Drains
and the ist, 2nd, & 3rd
Public Esbanksents
are requested to attend at the
Reading Roos, Heybridge Street
on Wednesday the i7th Day of
June next, at 1/2 past 10 o’clock
in the morning, to appoint a
Marsh Bailiff for the
ensuing year.

E. H, Bentall
Marsh Bailiff
June Bth 1895

llllS!ttttlltttttltttttll3lttltll!tt!tttttttltt!ltttttlt}t8!!3!!!3(83lttttt
S L A NGTAE Das s el R ba s

A sight of any KELLY'S DIRECTORIES and/or PIGOT'S DIRECTORIES wanted by our
uesber George Ginn, who, as you no doubt know, spends such of his tiame
digging into the history of specific areas of the town and needs such as
these to assist his investigations. Tel: 01621 BS3S43 (or our Hom. Sec.)

-THE WAVERLEY CHILDRENS' DICTIONARY, VOLUME 1 ONLY. DATE OF ORIGIN c.19357-
Needed to complete a set in good condition recently received by the suseus.

NAMAASAANANARAAN N ARAR AL A Y NN ~ NMAANARANAAAAAAAAAA AN A AAA AR
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: C SSOCIATIO

NOTICE
of the
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held on

TUESDAY 14TH MAY 1996 at 7.30 P.M., ST. CEDD‘g

{Adjacent the Nalden District Council Offices)

THE MEETINE IS OPEN TD ALL NENBERS WHO HAVE RECEIVED COPIES OF THIS
NOTIFICATION. PLEASE BRINE THIS KITH YOU TO SHOR AT THE DOOR AS
FRODF OF MEMBERSHIP, -
{2s it is unlikely that the “doorkeeper’ will recognise each and Every one)

RENEWAL SUBS w11l be accepted at the meeting, and acknowledged afterwards,

NER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS will be accepted before the AGM but not
registered as mesbers until the next coemittee seeting, which may be

after the AEN. [i.e.-They will not be entitled to attend this ABM unless in
rezeipt of this motice.]

NDNINATIONS for President, Dfficers and Megbers
setnnder§, should be sade on the noeination forg supplied, or any suitahle
alternztive sheet, sealed in an envelope marked "NOKINATIONS', c/o The Hen.

Secretary, 44 Fasbridge Road, Maldon, CN9 6AF, to arrive NOT LATER THAN
12.00 NODK on MONDAY I3TH MAY 199,

of Coseittee, with

¥ Prior persission of the nosinee sust of cource be obtained.
¥ hay sesber nosinated ac ap of

v ficer but not elected as such will
autogatxtally be presused to be nosinated as an ordinary meeber of
coseittee,

1 Dnly in the tota) absence of 2 nominatign
accepted on the night,
1 ::.:::n:I:: of this :otice any retiring officer or cossittee mesber not
: " re-election is nased on page 2 ils
i i Page 2 (under details of the

for any post will nases be

Prior study of the final
separately enc]pceq would
ény mztter tg pe raised, o
notify The Secretary or zp

2pproved copy of the asended Constitution as

be lnst.helpful and would save tiee. If you wish
r quesf:on answered, it would assist if you could
Y comsittee megher jp advance,

LU TR TT "o gy "t g i

L2L AN TR §
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - TUESDAY 14TH MAY 1996

AGENDA

Chairman's welcome and opening remarks.
Apologies for absence.

Minutes of last A.6.M (March 1995)

Matters arising.

Chairman’s report on year to 31st March 1995.
Secretary's report.

Treasurer’s report, and adoption of accounts.
Meabership Secretary‘s report.

Display Organiser’s report.,

Subscriptions for year ended 31st March 1997.

Adoption of amended Constitution, as approved by Charity
Cospissioners.

Election of President for year ended 3ist March 1997 OR (optionally)
for duration only of Election of officers and cossittee.

L2 A 1 S 3¢ N £ S T [ S S 11

ELECTION of OFFICERS & COMMITTEE for YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 1997

14,
135,
16,
17.
18.
19.
20,
22,

23,

(Retiring Chairsan to give way to President)

Election of Chairaan.

Election of Vice-Chairman

Election of Secretary.

Election of Treasurer.

Election of Heabership Secretary.

Election of FIVE Compittee meabers.¥t [In addition both the District
Appointeent of Hon. Auditor. and Town Councils appoint their
Chairsan's closing remarks. own (co-opted) representatives)

Provision for period of Inforsal Discussion

l!l!!ll!llll!!lt!tltttt!!ll!!lti'ttlt!!l!ttlll!!l!tlttlttltllll!ttll!!llt!t



SRR Ul R_FRON 1hi ILUUN_WR A
(The spelling is copied exactly)
100,000 parts were found to contain

Chlorin 38,5850
Sulphuric Acid §,4412
Nitric Acid 0.31829
Free Asaonia 0.085411
Albusincid Aesonia 0.01191
Total Salids 119.12
Persanent Hardness None
Tesporary Hardness 5.6
Total Hardness .6

The Water was sosewhat yellow and clear but contained some flacculent
organic satter which was found on microscopical exaeination to consist of
vegetable decaying fibres, wool, cotton, and of innuserable infusacial
anisalcules in cell stages of developsent and belonging to a very great
variety of genera and faeilies,

The residue cbizined by evaporation turned guite black on ignition

inii:ating the presence of 2 considerable quantity of carbonaceous organic
satter,

;:: residue exhibited a very strong alkaline reaction due to Carbonate of
2.

| _X? ui!l be seen from the Analysis that this Water contains excessive
qu?ntltles of Chloridies of Sulphates the total asount of mineral patter

| being unusuzlly high,

The proportions of free and Albusinpid Aa

cngplxng this fart with the presence of living infusories we must consider

th*s Iittf 25 one highly polluted ang dangerous to health. It is in fact

guite unfit for consusption and of the woret possible quality.

s the h?rdness iz lox there is no reason why the Water should not be used
fer wzshing purposes,

=onia are exceedingly large and

Arthur Hill Hassall
Otto Hehner,

o Copy of letter to E. P. Gutteridge

::.he;euxth s?nd you our repnrt on the Water. The Maldon Water Works
pany supplies as you will see w¥ater of the sost wretched uality & we
would strongly recomsend to discontinue ite use illediately.q :
Yours truly,
Arthur Hill Hassal)
Otto Hehner

0 as the date of this was the 13th Sept 1876
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Monica Bayley's 'MUSEUM BUB* has driven her to research and record not only
personal recollections of a lifetine, but events in which she has fostered
a personal interest, In this issue we continue her narrative with which a

nusber of our older sesbers in particular have already been able to relate-

THE MALDON CONNECTION

In Issue 3 of the Penny Farthing I wrote about my connection with Maldon
and why 1 decided to retire here. Now I would like to sove a little further
on and pick up the story in Withas, when sy grandfather was the manager of
Cricksore’'s shop in Withas High Street,

At that date the shop was a saddlery, saking and repairing harness and
working with leather in many ways. Many a good tale ey grandfather had to
tell toc of life in Withae at the tise. There was that day just before an
election when he noticed that too such attention was being given to the
front of the shop which had been tastefully decorated in bright blue,
indicating Fred's brand of politics -my grandfather was known to all cosers
as Fred-. However, something appeared to be going a little wrong. People
were standing in the street looking upwards and showing signs of great
asusement. The crowd appeared to be growing so Fred decided to take a turn
outside te see which of his friends was pulling his leg. Following the
general upward stares he saw to his horror that the shop, his territory,
was still a lovely Conservative blue but the upper stories, the preserve of
his wife Nell, were lavishly adorned with vibrant yellow. Nell was a
confirmed Liberal and did not care who knew it. After the election matters
were not mended by the advent of a postcard sent by ‘A Friend' in which the
successful candidate had been photographed in triumph, sitting in front of
the Union Jack. Alas!, no one had noticed that the flag was upside down and
was therefore flying the Distress signal.

Ny sother was 1B months old when the family case to Withas. Next door was
then the International Stores, as near as is possible to say, where Fads is
now, virtually on the corner of the Maldon Road. My mother made friends
With the assistants in the International and used to toddle in and out with
an eepty vinegar bottle seeking a refill, Such was the hoseliness of Withas
High Street at the turn of the century.

However, there was a back entrance to those properties at the time; this
opened into the Maldon Road nearly opposite sose cottages known then, 1
believe, as Trafalgar Square, long since pulled down. The inhabitants of
Trafalgar Square were said to be more than a little rough and my sother was
a little fearful about using this exit. Not only this, but at the end of
the road were fields in which cows were pastured and on occasions were
driven up the road to sosewhere in the town where they were milked. Nother
was terrified of coms. cont'd...
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‘ :  wac & little streas which ran under a bridge (it
f‘ th et mh ':: :n the local children played in the sueaer,

is still there today) 3 : £ the Fnicky-Knock
They called it 'The Knicky-Knocks’ and the delights of the Knicky-Knocks
ad to be weighed against the fear of the cows. It seems that the lure of
the Knicky-¥nocks proved too such,.. and usually.uon.

Life for a craftsean such as was Fred, looked quite good at the turn of the
ceatury. Heré work was the lot of sost people and was not resented; trade
was good for @ cospetent saddler especially where there were ugalthy
fapilies in the vicinity -and there were several such around ¥ithas- ang
althoogh the motor car had been invented few people foresaw that it would
render the horse obsolete.

The “private residents’ of the High Street, Newlands Street, Chipping Hill
nd The &venue 1] had their horses and besides these there were procperous
farsers In the district who relied on horses for heavy farse work, for
trassport, and for pleasure and, ac Fred soon found out, most of thece
fasilies had sons, lively young bloeds of the Edwardian era, gany of whos
ha¢ esney, and little to do with work.

They found their w2y o Crickaore's shop for repairs, new harness and a
gossip. They liked Nell too, and when finding the hour too late to return
hose after celebrations at the local hostelries, repaired to 'Freds’ and
knocked up hie and ‘his sissuc’ who got up, let them in, and cooked sausage
and sash for thee at one o'clock in the sorning, then let thes finish the
night on the upstairs sofa. They eace 2 grezt fuss of ey mother.

On kigh days and holidays a favourite outing was to saddle up the pony or
tale the train to ‘Mzldon-on-the-gud’ as Fred disrespectfully called

@ favourite Sunday outing, On arrival they took a breath of healthy

se2 2ir froe the deck of 'The Arnie’ as she sped towards Osea Island,

A11 these seeories, related to se in early childhood, helped to

crezte the ispression that the Maldon Cistrict was a delightful place
in which to live,

In 19% =y grandparents soved back to Thaxted and for a few years the
Kaldon coanection seesed to be jn zbeyance, It was the heyday of the
reiluays but there was no direct link between Maldon and Thaxted. The
unigue ‘Thaxted Flyer’ had yet to be built. It arrived in 1913, ..and in
1913 the prosperous England which had begun in the daye of "King Teddy, the
Feaceszher’ seeped likely to go on for eyer,

The young bloods of the Nithae days were nok replaced, in Thaxted, by a

lerge fareing coseunity, yeogan stock, born and bred to the lend whether
owner, tenant, or farg labourer,

Khzt never varied wac the involvesent ang universz] uce of the horse.
?;fshe OreX up, sy sother found herself the centre of an energetic social
ife end ;ble to take her pick of the attractive ang eligible young men of
the district, and gne of those was Mart

two or three gil

in Free of Richeonds Farg erhaps
s to the couth of the town, 12 s

Froa the fields of Richsonds Fare a clear sight of Thaxted Church was
possible. Martin’s father, David Free, had eleven sen working for his and
eleven men took sose looking after, even in those days.
The Reaper Binder had arrived as had the Traction Engine which could plough
the fields by stean power, but ‘hedging and ditching’ and most other tasks
were undertaken by manpower, supplesented by horse power, Consequently,
everyone at Richeonds was & horsesan. This fact had a decisive effect on
Nartin’s life as will later be seen. Beorge, Martin’s older brother, also
worked with his father and their only sister Laura took the traditional
role of housekeeper and cook, helping her sother saintain the house and
feed the sen, and at busy times such as harvest, when the men were in the
fields all the daylight hours, this was no light task. Her housewifely
skills learnt at Richsonds also affected her future life, but of this, at
the tise, the whole family was ignorant.
Martin went to Thaxted School, where his nase appears to this day in the
school Log Book. A visitor came to the school and lectured the older boys
on ‘the dangers of drink’. Afterwards the visitor offered a prize to the
winner of an essay to be written on this interesting subject, so typical of
the thinking of the era. The firct prize was won by one Spencer Stone, the
son of the local baker and a friend of the Frees. Please reaeaber Spencer’s
nase. It comes into the story of the Free fasily at a later stage.
But for now, every day David Free started his morning’s work with a tankard
of hose-brewsd beer in the farn kitchen, saddled up, mounted, and rode
round the farm looking into everything with an eagle eye. Richeonds changed
little in the following eighty years. When I last visited, ducks and
chickens still rpased at will, the cherry tree under which little Lally
frcher sat in it's shade and drank the glass of milk and ate the slice of
cherry cake that Laura baked for visitors, was still there; by the back
door were the stables and the sounting block that all the sen used,...and
above this huge stone, carved into the brick wall were (perhaps still are)
three initials...M.D.F.. I knew whose hand had carved thes for the ‘M’ was
uneistakably individual -the hand that scratched them as a small boy was
the hand that sent ay mother his signed Christeas cards as a man- Martin
David Free, In a2 previous article I mentioned how Beorge Free courted and
earried Ethel Lily in Thaxted Church; how they danced hose and later moved
to Jacob's Fars, Heybridge. Laura and Martin resained at Richeonds, but
sose time later Martin began to go over to Heybridge to help his brother.
He was missed for he was a lively and attractive young man and all the
Thaxted girls, and later the Heybridge girls had an eye on hie. Martin,
however, never sarried,
Winter activities in Thaxted centred around the Liberal Club and it's upper
roos and, whatever Nartin did in the spring and suemer it seems it seems he
took a prosinent part in the dancing season.
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In order to cater for all tastes and all ages the gverlllﬂg :Egiﬂ with a
whist drive through which the young people sat politely bu soneuh-at
iepatiently. This was not their scene. Refreshaents followed and with the
refrecheents an influx of young sen, eager for both the food and the fray,
and after a decent interval the room was cleared and the Fray began. The
pianist took her place at the piano, @ curtsy and a.bm'v, and they were off,
One Steps; Two Steps; Waltzes; The Bay Gordons; Cotillions; and the
Lancers. This started off discreetly with the partners facing each other
and crossing the set, It rapidly warsed up however, and finished with a
ring of linked hands and 2 ead pace. The object of every man there was to
swing his partner off the floor, and of course the girls knew it, looked
forward to it and pretended to resist, perhaps not toc seriously. My eother
was swung off her feet frequently and often by Martin Free - aeongst
others-.
And Laura Free...! How was life treating her...? Quite nicely it seesed.
Spencer Stone was ‘sweet’ on her and had mentioned the fact. Laura was not
guite sure of herself yet, but Spencer was an up and coming partner in the
faeily bakery business and had a reputation as a very clever pastry cook
who iced a wedding cake like nobody’s business...and he was fond of Laura.
It really looked 2s if all was right in the best of worlds for the Frees.
Changes cage... slowly at first so that few people noticed thes. Spencer
joined the Territorials and ignored the quip ‘Meekend Soldiers’. He was a
superb sarkssan and won prizes and cups galore. He went off to casp in the
sueser, and to Braintree Mechanics’ Institute for competitions in which the
Thaxted F Cospany shone and brought glory on 1/5th Essex Regisent. No
weekend soldier was Spencer!... He was now & Sergeant!
During the sueser of 1914 2 great Floner Show was planned at Easten Lodge,
the hose of Lady Narwick. Crowds case fror far and near, for ‘The Countess’
¥as fasous...for her love of anisale; her beautiful gardens; her peacocks
which ran in front of her; and for her friendship with the late King
Edward!. It was the last big Flower Show at Eastan Lodge for many 2 year.
The harvest was in full swing, Martin was at Jacob's Fare, Spencer was in
casp near Dovercourt, a baking hot susser was at it's height... and
suddenly the stors broke, not with thunder and lightning but with worse -
England was at war with Bermany.
"llt""l""l"ll”lt"”"ll"ﬂ""l"!"l"lx""l""ltttll"""l"

Leighton Inforsation

Lu‘_ghton's Paintings - Royal Acadesy...until 21st April ‘94
Leighton’s Frescoes - Victoria & Rlbert until Bth Sept.’94

Istanbul Sunset

I ish restaurant to
WhmRuthandIliqu.mLondqnwewmﬂd oﬁmtoIhe%J;«hgnAhmaTmhsh ;

f lamb heavily laced with tomato
eruoyﬂr.e!miggm" landtcp&‘mpedwitﬁ mo, Turkish Easter Sunday was Ruth's
my. '%ancyanmlattheSukanAhmet‘?", Isad

i ired of smog, pollution, and heavy traffic; so we flew to
When you are fred of L ondon ot 0t o ren arband the Sultan Ahret Mosque in Itznbul,

Constantine, of Cor _lextwasuqmd'tptoamosguemtm Dl
ﬁmmgx&m dawn,lsa?‘geOOamastl:e%udfﬁHHwaecaﬂed to gtw'ag'g It

was a misty moming, the powerful flood li : ;
Whecling around the tops of the minarcts. Whea f g
echo between the two mosques. As I walked back through
ﬁra%&%&mmhmwb@mﬂnw otfﬂﬂ:ésé:ettlmledﬂgowntothe
bottom was the clear green Marmara smell of Sea. Across the water, busy
e thine saling intb port. Wes Adia. Istanbul 1 the oy city in the world that
straddles two continents, Forget Paris and the Eiffel Tower, forget London Tove ]
to Istanbul now. Don‘lforg?tomkeaferryboatandtryaml ursa on the Asian side.

stand still too long in Istanbul someone will sell you a Turkish Carpet. So we kept
Ifeouwalkedasrﬁb}lundthre Bazxar:4000$bops- trying to 0 r ).Wewaﬂ(ed:gt?
the Egyptian Bazaar, where the Tt delight and the spices are piled where the goods have
price fags, and the locals shop; and we walked around the Topkapt Palace Museum.

i Palace an'leoftheEmpemrsandlmerofmeSuhans_iitisasrnalltownmns
mﬂﬁ&hﬂ&mﬁfwm ical Museum with Alexander’s Tomb, and marble
statues from Rome, Gr and Tro .Ittookusthreehomstowa]kroundatafastpaoei'_l'heygst
halls are of marble. In high Summer it is ly described as cool, in a not-too-warm Spring it is
cold. The stewards sat huddled over little electric heaters.

itself is vast. There are rooms of Chi es and Ming vases, holy relics (beard of the
TPrhg footprint of the Prophet etc.), a room o e?nlaclraldobjects,amomofmgndocksamong}
ofgoldobjeégqu':hldingapairof e sticks that would be worth £35 000 000 if melted anhs
ou threw away the diamonds) and the Spoonmaker's diamond, as b asagooseegg.ghg%mg
ﬁve tlight as it slowly rocks back and forth in its black velvet case. ihﬁe aredaggers.HwP&
beausgg.d ipts in cursive old Arabic script, suits of armour, portraits , and Summer Houses
lined with mosaic tiles. There are delicate glass vases, and massive nzeoookpots.wlha’cm?
costumes and vast caftans that belonged to obviously vast sultans. There are earmngs and guns.



Ease, dooa .t - 3
Visit To Topkapi Palace Museunmn

There are swords, and armour, and jewels. |o
jewels: rubies, and emeralds, and digmond’s artxii()f
1a is lazuli, and more rubies, and more diamonds
ached in their hundreds to objects that really dont
need them, but amongst the tawdry and many items
from the School of Ostentation and Bad Taste are
the beautiful and the exquisite. Allow at least five
hours to jog round. Go early if you also want to see
the inside of the harem,
anotlaer 250 rooms. Itt“ Cot?]t
£2.60 to go in, extra for the
harem an arlghaeologlcal
museum. I do hope we can
offer good value for SOP when

we open.

Not in the best possible taste:

A matara, encrusted with rubies and
elggrlglds in gold settings.

Opulent: gl
The Topkapi Dagger g741 35 cm long. po
This dagdger, the symbol of the Topkapi Palace e
was made for Mahmud | as a present for the Shah L
of Persia, it was returned to the palace when
unrest broke out in Persia. The pommel contains
three emeralds about 1'%." across.

The beautiful:
Ming bowl (16th century)



