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! OUR FUTURE ADDRESS...
'THE PROMENADE LODGE’, 47 MILL ROAD, MALDON, ESSEX, CHY SHX.

Your COMMITTEE...

From The Chairmowv

Chairsan........Nr.T.C.Chapman 01621 852749

Vice-Chairman...Dr. P, Lacey 828001

appyChn‘ltMmr au om'readem Hon. Secretary..Mr.L.F.Barrell 352749
H w Hon.Treasurer...Nr.A.F.Tullett 858690

f Mesbers...(Duties & ‘Phone nusbers all as [ssue J)
Miss K.Buckley; Wrs.P.Cook; Mr.A.J.Froom; Ms.R.Knight;
Mr.3bt Long; Mrs.3.Norrington; Mrs.M.Pipe; Wrs.J.Tullett;

Firstly, some datey for your diary:

& Wrs.E.Vale.
W December 7th and/14th: Council Meabers Co-opted...
Vl.dbnawevenu\gy cowrse - please come indles; Clir.Brian Mead for MDC; Cllr.Mrs Mgt Hurley for NTC.
- of P fD'Sp é Mrs.5.Millidge attends as advisor for MOC (see below)
buwy some charity Christmas cards; onthegroundfloor,
and thenw come up stairs to-see the digplay about owr Mrs Hurley was recently appointed as the Town Council
new home at the Lodge: representative and was welcosed to her first seeting with
f us on Septemper !9th. Cllr Brian Mead, well versed in
Sunday January 7thv1996: ‘ auseus matters in recent years had, pending Mrs Hurley's
This has been userumn Gawrd . t £ appointsent, been filling both Town and District roles.
- ’d-a&M G g P Day Je: (e ey eeeeat e ae e teertiysat s Rttt e eiisiatiassisitiseisisy
WMWW@WWMVOWGVWMW?W ‘ PROFILE - SHIRLEY MILLIDGE
Lodge - please phone Penny Cookon 852511 to-say
vﬁ\athom)nwmgpmomﬂ\atday | Shirley is a comparative newcoser to our auseus scene and coames with an
I 2 e | interesting portfolio of qualifications, all of which should prove to be of
Wuld/hkexwme/som&momgm Visity to-other value in her dealings with associations such as our own. She is sarried,
nmusenms in Essex: when yow fll i your renewal form has two children, and lives in Tollesbury.
carvyowplease tick those visity yow would be intervested, : P = TR
WAbowwuldbegood/whm ot 4 | Froa 1?80 to ‘94 thrlgy was at Edinburgh prversxty where she gained an
3 one social N.A. with Honours in Fine Art and Conservation Studies; from 1984 to ‘86
wungywhwﬂwmanbery' carvget to-meet and talk - she was at Gateshead as a Post-Graduate in Conservation and Restoration of
peﬁ\apya/chemandzwmeovenjng«oy awinetagting Works of Art on Paper, with Museus and Business Studies.
and quig night. - Againtick on your renewal formy -- FrhL) :
mwymyowm 1986 found her at the University of Ontario in Ottawa, Canada, as a susser

intern studying Photographic Conservation, followed by a couple of years in
private =aploy. In 1989 Shirley was in Copenhagen at an Intzrnational
Conference plus sumser school on Historic Photographs and Conservation,
after which she becase a freelance author for MacMillan Publishers.

All of which appears to have stood her in good stead for her present

occupation, for in July of this year she joined the Maldon District Council

(Nr.Lynn’s teaa) as Developsent Officer for Museuas and the Arts, available

for advice on satters on which she is obviously well qualified to speak.

R R R R R R R R AR R R iR aaiaiRiiRiissRiiiintiil
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» : inevitable conclusion of our relatively
The “Big Move’ was of tl'f; ?:ilﬂﬁ" the period being detersined by the
short stay of :"; :t" year's rent, #n eventful three years which woulg
availability .:* veen wore relaved hat we been assured either of the rent
::num stadle hose such as we are now proaised in the Prosenade Lodge,

: i were ful of occupying the old Library (in St,
:'m‘i‘:e:tt;l.: Lim:;’:hi:h we could have comfortably filled
with all the itess we have available for display, not all to everybody's
taste of course but certainly something for everybody. In the event and at
the tise of writing the old Library looks like becosing @ pawn in the
Heritage Dentre deliberations and if eventually it becomes a display centre
we shall be pleased to contribute from time tc tiee if so requestec.

Mz began our move guietly on the 25th August with a member, hic brother and
sodest hatchbact. On the 25th we were still open to the Public most of who
seemet 1o be aware of the ispending move and showed interest in the future.
Un Sungay 27th at one tise there were nine of us busy packing, sarking, and
conveying to our store. How useful were those who already had knowledge of
the nandling of (eg) ancient pottery; their experience and assistance wac
invaluable. On the 28th at one time we had five, and again on the 29th and
by then alspst 2l the tedious work was done, and even the birds in their
casec were largely cleared by sidday Kednesday, On Thursday we relaxed ant
on Frigday the larger and heavier display cases and exhibits were in the
&ain clearef thanks to the assistance of the District Council, whilst five
DT SU members cleared the bulkier booke and drawers of papers. Some were
left over to the Monday with the blessing of our landlady, and probably &
sigh of relief that it was all achieved xithout dasage to the building.

ME'H\ the middle of all this Chairman Terry wheeled the penny-
f.'thf.ng cycle torough the town to the store anc swears he didn't actually
a0 i, Me hat considered the possibility of putting the stuffed crocodile

on wheels behind his byt it Eight have been eisconstrued as beino about to
ettach hie froe the rear, 3

ke with t al YR
> ;‘: illof: 8.2 such “pest laig plans,.." well, Monday came and went anc
Sosi di SPVEral wore days due to transport probless, but eventually the last

1
p b,:f'” cabinets, g.p(, of course, were cleared to the Pros Lodge, ant

2Lhed our exhaysteg faremelic to *Spindiec’ L2
llllllltlltltltllllt!
"Experience withoyt
llllllt(llllll(llllll

l!llltll!l!llll!lll

learning je better

llllllllllll!lllltl
I

tlllt!lllllllllllllllttllltllllllll
than learning without experience’
!llllllllll‘l!lltllllllllltllllllll

¥E_ARE GRATEFUL..

.. 10 all those NEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS who willingly helped in any way
to ensure that our exit fros 'Spindles’ went sscothly.

...to those whose offers of help we were unable to accept, sose because
they were not free when needed, whilst others were unable to carry out the
sosetises heavy lifting, but are still available for light work. e shall
keep these nases and ‘phone nuabers for future reference.

...to the Maldon District Council for making available additional storage
and for assistance with our move.

LR i Reeaaetaitsatiatissittsniistisiitsssitssiietissitiieisasisiissss

oiLAL AND 310l
Newsletter No. 33
‘The Council for British Archaeology has published a survey, cossissioned
by English Heritage, on Metal Detecting and Archaeology in England, which
concentrates on the good and bad points of the “hobby'......2tc. In Essex
the County Archaeological Section and the Essex Curators Group are sursuing
a joint initiative to promote respansible recordings of finds and the
proper reporting of thes to local auseuas in the wider public intsrast.’

Extract from - '

Essex Congress Local History Sysposius
Saturday 20th April 1996 At Christ Church, Chelasford.

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT '.
LRI AR R e R At e R T e SR TR R Rt e edtdadtttitqtatttttit]
ITRACT FROM M.M.A. NINUTES OF 28TH MARCH

‘The Chairman drew attention to the departure of Arthur Sispson fros
Maldon. He had served on the Cosaittee for several years and had done
auch valuable work on the Accession book and recording the iteas the
Museus held. It was agreed that a formal letter of thanks be sent froa
the Association to Mr. Siapson for his work.'

Ten years later Arthur lives in London, is still a very active aesmber, has
studied the history of the Friary, and has visited us to discuss his plan
of a new descriptive wall chart, for it's educational value.

amxmmmummmutmuxumtmmmmmmlmmxmmm
‘He that by the plough would thrive, hisself sust either hold or drive’
t“l“tlll!llltlllullull!ulttltlu"ltlllllllltllllltll"lt“llll“""l
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BILL CHITTENDEN - ANOTHER FRIEND OF THE NUSEUN

It ic to be most sincerely hoped that this, the second obituary in two
consecutive news letters is not continued into a third, as the Associatign
can i1l afforc to lose long-standing mesbers like Bill Chittenden, of whose
sac death the sajority will already be aware.

Bil! was porn anc brecd in Folkestone, and was evacuated for the war years
tc South Kales, returning to Kent at the age of sixteen. He gained
experience in the power industry for severa! years all over the country,
then case fros Kent to the early days of Bradwell Power Station where in
1955 he met Secretary Betty Askes. They were sarried & year later ang liveg
in Kzldon.

In 1971 Bill and Betty visited the reopened Museus and bought tickets ip
2 rafile for engraved tumblers, which they won. The engraving
comsesorated the B00th Charter Anniversary, and was the year Bueen
Elizabeth II came to Maldon. The win promptecd the Chittendens to join
the Museus Association and they have been pembers ever since, but
ecanwhile they had moved to Latchinodon where both of them were tlosely
yet quietly invoived with several charitable organisations, both :
preferring to avoid the spotlight,

although Bill was in fact Church Warden a: Latchingdon Church for about
nine years,

He was gquite proud of hic asspriation with the Dengie Activity Group for

whos he drove for about ten years, and was still driving for the group when
he becase ill, : :

Locally, Bill alsg enjoyed his long association with The Maldon Society
ngng Mesbership Secretary for four years; a Charter Mesber of Maldon L;ons
With whoe in his fifteen years he filled most official posts; anc more
recently he becase 2 mesber of the Naldor Archaeological Broup. He usually
supported Betty when she acted as Steward in the Museug, ; 5

About twelve monthe a00 Bill and Betty gig
dc.‘and soved back intp Maldon, little rea)
-nn;fs later Bil] was suddenly taken ill, ang the events of the ensuing
WEEks are already well known to hic ol¢ friends ang acquaintances. He .

Passec away on the 2n¢ .
ks g Septesber 1995: we Were represented at All Saints’

what they had zlwayc plannec to
1sing what was in store. Three

1
llllllllt!ll!llltll!lltl!t!tltlt!tlllttttlltlt!X!Xi!ltlltllt(!tlt‘lllt

€

TUTION HA

In Issue 3 of the ‘Penny-Farthing” we presented in all detail the amended
constitution as sent to the Charity Cosmissioners for their approval.
There is little point in reporting their reply verbatia as the following
asendments are in line with that reply....

50....PLEASE REFER TO YOUR COPY OF ‘PENNY-FARTHING' No.3 AND AMEND YOUR
COPY OF THE CONSTITUTION AS SUBMITTED, TO READ AS FOLLOWS. NOTE THAT ANY
ALTERATIONS OR ADDITIONS ARE IN BOLD TYPE.-

2. Object:
The object of the Association, a Charitable Trust registered with the

Charity Comsissioners as Charity nusber 301362, shall be to advance the
education of the public by the provision of a suseus.

11. Expenses:
Any aeaber say reclais reasonable out-of-pocket =xpenses at the
discretion of the Committee of the Association.

Alterations to the Constitution:

Subject to the following provisions of this clause the Constitution say

be altered by a resolution passed by not less than two thirds of the

sesbers present and voting at a general meeting provided that the

sotion to do so is carried by at least half the paid-up membership,

whichever is the smaller. The notice of the general seeting must

include notice of the resolution, setting out the terss of the

alteration proposed.

18a.No amendment may be made to clause 1; clause 2; clause 10; clause 14;
or this clause without the prior consent in writing of the
Commissioners.

18b.No amendsent may be made which would have the effect of making the
Charity cease to be a charity at law.

18c.The Executive Comsittee should prosptly send to the Comsissioners a

copy of any asendsent made under this clause.

18

COPIES OF THE FULL ‘APPROVED' UPDATED CONSTITUTION WILL BE
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST AT THE A.6.M., OR EARLIER IF REQUIRED,

EERRERRRERR s aR s R s RN R s R R aRssssssssssssasssassesasstsasasssssstfinising
‘He who rouses a sleeping tiger exposes hiaself to danger’

1221022 R AR EERRRRRREEEE0000804000800008838080803008 80 R R R R RRRRRALINRRL)
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In Issue No.1 of “The Penny-Farthing' we outlined the benefits of becoming
 Registered suseus under the auspices of "The Museuss & Balleries
Commission’ ["NBC’) ant interested sesbers may feel it time that we
reportec on the latest situation in our efforts to become registered.

e stufiied, learned, considersc, discussed, produced, discussed, amendes,
correspondec, presented, and finally...binge!...our proposed Acquisition
and Disposal Policy was approved by the South Eastern Museuss Service
{SEMS for short) who preview such itess for the WBC. It is dated as froe
1st Janvary 1996 for @ perioc of five years which takes us to the Jist
Decesber 2000, dut @ revies f it will be considered in the light of
practical experience once we have resettied in the Lodge: and on reflection
that tould take @ year or two.

MNext reguiresent is the forsal appointsent of a Curatorial Advisor. Wr
#rthur Wright has for sany years been respected and highly regarded ac just
that, but there appears to be nothing docusented even though there probably
15, so we wrote to hie and his reply will be reported elsewhere.

Eoually important is the reguirec Docusentation Plan which states what we
are going to do, hos, and by when. This is being seriously pursued
dollowing the “Docusentation for Registration” session on 3ist October, &
tutorial taken by Kevin Sosling of SENS who instructs full-tise on sucth
satters throughout the Eastern Area. We were well represented including
five cossities seabers (see elsewhere for report).

The Acguisition Register follows closely in the wake of the Documentation
Plan and here we are hopefully prepared for whatever say cose. During the
sove froe ‘Spindles’ we separztec all the accessions records which case tc
hant. There are sose excellent card records, reasonably up-to-date in many
respects, with plder registers which when taken together give & fairly
cosprehensive record of stocks, about five hundred itees already having
been individuzlly renusberec anc (presusably) re-labelled. However, all
available (le.traced) records have been 'cosputerised’ with all available
reference nusbers, so we now have the basic of @ systes froe which an
approvet Register car be cospiled. The computerised records can be grouped
into eighteen selections.

It is not suggested at this stage that the cosputer record is 1001 accurate

as there are several known instances of itess being in store which have not

been found on paper, and vice versa. B 1001 physical stock check could nc

doubt resolve those problees, if it were ever possible to find enough

willing hands to carry it out. {cont’d)...
4

—

At this point in tise we have about five hundred recorded itees known to
exist but not renusbered, whilst a very large nusber of pre-war artefacts,
not found in store when C.B. revived the suseus, have deliberately been
ositted fros our latest record. Resesber, the Museus was in store for about
thirty years froe early war days until C.B. dared to sort it out again, but
if anyone tnows the whereabouts of (e.g.) 1914/18 War sesorabilis including
a Berman Machine Bun, Shrapnel Helset, Cartridges, Grenades, Bayonets, and
such iteas we would be sost interested. Nor do we expect to find the
‘Sovereign Scales’ with weights, recorded in 1921, nor the next entry
‘Jeweller's Scales’ with scruple weights....and etc. Who knows...?

Relabelling is another requiresent which will of necessity be carried out
when we are able to sort and regroup. Altogether such work to be done, but
auch of it interesting, and satisfying once cospleted. Volunteers?.

When we can show that all this is at least in hand, then we can with sose
justification apply for the next stage of Registration.
Rittegageennenqneasetaeestad da R anineniussaiivasiniessauiisstsvaisasisiiy

ARTEFACTS OFFICER

Kath Buckley is hopeful of finding work outside the area and feels that she
should no longer carry this title, which say call for sore free tise than
what is available to her. Kath therefore resigned the post at the cosaittes
seeting on Noveaber 21st but continues as a seaber of the cosaittee and
will assist her successor in any way she can. Thank you anyway, Kath !,

Penny Cook‘s nase was sentioned as a possible successsor, and se! with
general approval but Penny was ‘on sick leave’'. A telephone call to her the
following day was met with a cheerful and positive response so, subject to
confirsation at the next comsittee seeting, Penny is the new Artefacts
Officer who will be able to call on most of us for backing when required,
and if we are lucky, husband Ken won't be too far away either.
L e ey R Ry NNy R e u e e e e R ey e eaaRaaseessnsagiaisess
"IT'S NO USE BETTING OLD........if you don't get artful’ (a short story)

Our elderly neighbour was bent over in her deck chair, soving awkwardly
forward every few mosments as she trissed the edge of her path with a saall
pair of grass shears. Whilst she and I talked Robert, her other neighbour,
having watched asused from over the hedge at the other side of her garden
case round to join us. “Mary® | said “you will never get the trissinc done
sitting in a chair like that®*. *Oh Yes I will® she said suddling along; !
knew I could be of no help. lapatient of watching her, Robert finally got
down on his hands and knees... “Here, give se those clippers®, and he
started trissing, stopping only when the job was done. “See..'® said the
neighbour,”..told you !'d get it done sitting in this chair®,

9
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BASIC WUSEUN DOCUNENTATION

i ily have been made boring Dy some speakers, hgt Kevxg Gosling,
;:g;:::: ;::::Zch Nanager for the East, who is very expgrxenced in §uch
satters sage the whole session quite interesting, nccasxoqally anusing, and
sost of us left the Essex Libraries H0 in Chelasford feeling more confident
than when we arrived; which, on reflection, was what it was all about.

To enlarge a little on that, six of us - Terry Chapaan, Penny and Ken Caok,
Xath Buckley, Tony Frooa and Len Barrell joined about eight others on Tues
3ist Oct at 1.30 pa. We would have been joined by Shirley Nillidge (MDC)

but she was unfortunately out of action for a few days, whilst others found

the timing to be most difficalt.

However, without sore ado, we covered:-

The isportance of sensible docusentation -and sost it is common-sense,
particularly to anyone who has even limited experience of book-keeping.
The Museus and Salleries Commission Registration Schese and 'Spectrua’,
(the UK Museus Docusentation Standard).

Entry Records - ie. recording itess received.

Accession Records and data security - ie. stock records and copies.
Labelling & Marking - viz. safely without damage.

Indexing, for speedy reference.

Movesent Records -ie. where it should be and where it’s gone to.

Exit Records -ie. what we did with an ites sold, destroyed, donated etc.
Loan Records -viz. received for and lent for display.

Tackling backlogs - How to do what we have already started...
(SEE SEPARATE ARTICLE ON ‘REGISTRATION')

We left Chelasford to go our own ways about 5.00 p.a.

L C T et qqaeesttetqaueeiieqieqeeqqesetesssquqteeeesseeqsdsssfeeessyssesnsyes

"ONE OF OUR PEhNY—FRRTHINGS IS MISSING!'

No'...Not one such as Terry pushed (sinus stuffed croc), but Issue No.l of
this little magazine. We have nuabers two and three, and will sake sure of
nusber four, but in our haste to satisfy initial desand we overlooked our
own archives, and they should surely be cosplete if anywhere should....?

So please, if you can spare a copy of ‘Penny-Farthing’ No.l, sisply drop it
through the door of No.44 Fambridge Road (Hon.Sec), or hand it to any
seaber of the cossittee, and ...thank you very such !.

FERRRRRRRRRRRRRRa s sRRaRaa s Rssssssasnssssnsanssssssssssssssssasssssssssssss
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*CARINE FOR YOUR COLLECTIONS®

Tony and Judy Tullett attended a one day training course on ‘Caring for
your Collections’ organised by Museuss in Essex. The Course was held on
Saturday 1Bth Noveaber 1995 at the Burnham-On-Crouch Museus anc was
presented by Deborah Boden. Other delegates at the course inciuded -

Henry Potten, Curator of the Burnhas Museus, which mainly specialises

in social history, and archaeology.

Mr & Mrc Weaver fros Saffron Wald seus, including the Fry Art
Ballery, with a frased collection fros the Bardfield School of Artists
and a collection forsed fros Bawden’s work - mainly prints and
watercolours. '

Hre Margaret Stone from Brightlingsea Museus; this auseus specialising

in local maritime and people, and housing the Wakeling collection.

The sorning was spent investigating the cause of dasage froe high humidity
and light. We were shown how to colate Relative Husidity with various
pieces of equipsent including & Whirling Hygrometer, and were instructed

@n their use. Ideally artefacts of all types should be displayed and stored
in areas where Relative Husidity is controlled.

Light levels came next, with inforsation on saterials which were either
sensitive or non-sensitive to light. Ceramics, glass, stone and metal are
all examples of non-sensitive materials. It seems that darkness it the
se;ret for keeping artefacts in good condition, with tunosten lighting
being the least damaging fore of illumination. There are of course varigus
devices for measuring light strength and aiso the amount of ultra-viple:
light which objects may be absorbing.

The afterncon session of the course centred on how to clean exhibits and
keep thee in good condition, without risking too such damage when moving,
packing or storing items. An interesting video fros the Nationa! Trust was
shown in relation te these subjects.

In conclusion, we realised the extent to which suseuss have now moved on in
thg care and conservation department and how much we need toc catch up in
this area. Certainly a worthwhile exercise, especially as we are in tne
process of setting up & new museus, and hopefully some of the inforsation
gained from attending this course may be put into practice in the
relocation of the Malden District Museus.

J.K.T.
lltlltlltttl!lllttltlXttl!ltllltlttlltllttll!t!!!lllll!lll!lll!ltlllllllll:
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10 YEARS A6O...

¥hilst every other body seeas reluctant to leave this S0th annivers§ry of
VE day the thought occurred to us, for no particular reason, .that with the
sorastion of the suseus having been approved in 1921, 1925 |}ght produce an
interssting picture 70 years later, so we searched out the Rzngte Book and
it is recorded that on Deceaber 10th 1925 the Comsittee set, with Nayor
Clarke in the Chair; and present - Clirs Furlong and Tanner (only).

The usual foraalities and routine satters were of little interest, then we
case to ‘Acquisitions’ - most seetings seesed to record donations under
this heading - Deceaber 10th revealed a truly mixed bag.......

z) Portion of rim of a pot dredged from Southey Spit, Northey Island.
b) Frageent of a pot (?)Romanc-Celtic from the North Doubles.
— both presented by Mr Josh Wright —-
) i1 Frageents of pottery found in a trench at Goldhanger,
— presented by Cllr Furlong —
d) A Turkish hand grenade, Bean and Pod from Portugese E. Africa.
2) & Turkish stilettn,and piece of rope from a aystery ship
— presentad by Mr George Davis, 62, Spital Road —
f) A Tooth from a fesale skeleton found in a sarcophagus under the floor of
the Chapter House at Beeleigh Abbey.
— lent by Miss Dedsan --
g) 3 Rosettes, sade for and worn at the Wedding festivities of the late
Oueen Alexandra March 10th 1863,
—presented by Miss Gower —
Several of these iteas are still to be found in the museus, albeit with
difficulty at this tise when many artefacts are wrapped and/or boxed for
storage, to be displayed again when the Pros Lodge can be occupied.

E ARE NEVERTHELESS ABLE AND VERY PLEASED TO ACCEPT SUITABLE ADDITIONAL
ITENS OF LOCAL AND HISTORICAL INTEREST...CALL THE CHAIRMAN ON 772103 OR
HON. SEC., ON 852749, OR ANY NEMBER OF COMMITTEE, ALL DETAILED IN 'PENNY-
FARTHING" NO.3.

ety e eeigeeiaseeiyaseeqietesseeeeiecieseissneseeeessesssssesl

AND WHAT ABOUT COLLECTIONS 7777...

WHILST ON "WANTS® we would be happy to open up a page or two for seabers

who do not wish to give but to receive. Say you, as a collector of (e.g.)

teapots, cannot find one which plays a tune when you pour, then tell us and

we will include that in the next issue, absolutely no charge. If conversely

you have one for disposal, sase service offered.

T R a e st aaasaasasasessssstaasssssssssssssssssss
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CURATORIAL MATTERS

and for those to whos the title immediately suggests that the Curate has
been up to some hanky-panky we hasten to assure you that it refers, in 2
fex words, to the 'Care and Management of the Museus Collection’.

To quote fros the M.& 6.C. Buidelines - 'In the case of z ssall museus
which does not have the services of a professionally trained and/or
experienced curator, the museus‘s governing body should make arrangesents
to receive advice fros a Curatorial Adviser on a regular basis...etc...’

We are pleased that Wr. Arthur Nright, Curator of the Central Museus,
Southend-on-5ea, our Curatorial Adviser for sany years, has confirmed tnat
he will continue and °..would be very happy to ac* in that capacity..etz'.

Heanwhile we continue to attend seetings of the Essex Curators’ Broup, and
were represented in recent months by Terry Chapman, Kath Buckley, Len
Barrell, and twice by Shirley Millidoe (once alone anc once with Terry).
The Broup selects a different venue each month, by sutual agreeaent.

LE2 LR R200ERe80RdReetettitesd et edyeyeatientteeetqseteettttssdteeestist
and A REMINDER....

a) ...that the next issue of ‘Penny-Farthing’ will probably be in
March/April and will be the last before the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in MAY
(see amended Constitution). You may wish seanwhile to consider any matters
you feel should be included for discussion, and of which notice should be

given in the magazine. Please advise the Hon, Sec. or member of committes
in good time.

b} ...that Annual Subscriptions will be due for most of us pefore the Jist
March, and & suitably convenient renewal fore is enciosec. Despite the
appearance of ‘all guiet on the museus front’. when we do get mobile again
there will be plenty tc do, much of it of considerable local interest. Se
if your neighbour or frieng is interested, enrol him/her/both now: the
annual subs are important but the individuals are indispensable.

) ...that in the very near future we shall pe looking for assistance teo
‘stock check’ in an endeavour to complete the excellent records begun by
previous cosmittees. The Accessions Officer will be pleased to receive
names of volunteers; alternatively advise the Hon. Sec. who will pass you
on.

AL SRR e R AN AR08 8RR e e e eh e d e e eataaeeesttestatttitqttiisitssy]
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THE VICTORIAN EVENINES...

ARE THIS YEAR ON DECEMBER 7TH AND 14TH, and we will NOT as hoped, be

displaying in the Prosenade Lodge. INSTEAD, Nerle has n:elavnlab'l‘:done of
our old rooas in ‘SPINDLES', far which we are losF gratefu l:s :e .

pearly run out of possible alternatives. To be fax‘r, e um'l : ;us
certainly have accepted n alternative offer had ‘Spindles not t:en
available with it’s additional attractions between naw gnd Ct.:ns as,
although tise may prevent us from carrying out our original intentions.

YOU WILL FIND US ON THE ST FLOOR OF ‘SPINDLES' ON THE VICTORIAN EVENINGS

On the Sround Floor and already widely known, is a CHARITY CHRISTHAS CARD
SHOP selling "CARDS FOR 500D CAUSES®, which last year returned to the
Charities, (who have to pay for the cards froa the proceeds) a ainisua of
82p in svery £1, i.e. direct operating costs were only 18p in the £.

Also on offer #ill be SELECTED SECOND HAND CLOTHING, on sale from now until
Christmas at very favourable prices.

‘SPINDLES® WILL 3 OPEN FOR BUSINESS SIX DAYS A WEEX (NOT SUNDAYS) FROM
10,00 A.N. UNTIL 4,00 P.M. PLUS THE ‘VICTORIAN EVENINGS®, AND ANY DISPLAY
#ILL BE OPEN FOR VIEWING ON AND BETWEEN BOTH EVENINGS, POSSIBLY FOR LONGER.
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‘HUSEUM GARDENING PARTY”

If only we could repeat the tented event of yesteryear when we were able to
invite the Maldon Society and the Archaeological Group to join us ‘on the
lawn® for a couple of very pleasant hours. A repeat in 1996 did someone
suggest ?,...A trifle optimistic perhaps, but not out of the question.

rirst of all we have to prepare our garden; not a sighty challenge nor one
which needs a gang of experts at this stage, but the ground to be cleared
needs willing clearers; it has been suggested thus - (and we quote)...

‘How about working off a few Christmas calories 7°
Join our New Year Gardening Party,
Sunday Morning January 7th
If you can spare an hour or so and would like to help please contact
Penny Cook on (0621) 852511
Refreshaents served between 10 a.a, & 2.00 p.a,
It could be fun !
lllltltltltttllll!tiltttlltlllllllltltt!!l!lltltllltltllllllttlllttltlltlll
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The new museum site needs a lot of work and money spent on it to -in
addition to the £10 000 or so that the MDC is spending on the structure of
the building we need to fit out the inside with new displays (e.g. a shop
front and a period room), create new signs etc, and generally create a top
class museum for Maldon. It is hoped to turn the rear garden / courtyard
into a display area for some agricultural instruments and other bulky items
that could be made to withstand the weather ( anyone got a cannon?), but
again this means a lot of time and money spent on things such as paving
blocks, and I think it has been suggested, a flag pole. Now the dedicated
hardcore of members are always willing to put in a lot (or indeed in some
cases, most), of their spare time, but we need sponsors willing to donate
things in return for acknowledgement and publicity for their company or
whatever.

If you know someone with company connections who could supply things
such as:

decorating materials,

paving blocks,

flag pole,

PC computer system,

display cabinets,

ete, etc, ete, then we would like to talk to them!

Please contact Terry Chapman (772103),
Len Barrell (852749),
or Tony Tullett (858690). ot
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SNOW IN THE SUBUHBS

Every branch big with it,

Bent every twig with it;

Every fork like a white web-foot;

Every street and pavement mute;

Some flakes have lost their way, and grope back upward, when
Meeting those meandering down they turn and descend again.
The palings are glued together like a wall,

And there is no waft of wind with the fleecy fall.

A sparrow enters a tree,

Whereon immediately

A snow-lump thrice his own slight size

Descends on him and showers his head and eyes,
And overturns him,

And near inurns him,

And lights on a nether twig, when its brush

Starts off a volley of other logging lumps with a rush.

The steps are a blanched slope,

Up which, with feeble hope,

Ablack cat comes, wide-eyed and thin;
And we take him in.

THOMAS HARDY




