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The Chairman reports.....

As the Millenium Year nears its close this is an appropriate moment to T N P
look back at the highs and lows of the Museum'’s 2000 season; there A vt i ;
have been wild swings in attendance figures, from the record-breaking ..] “‘; ,:;n‘:.ir 1 ; se y.:-. ,.,'.?,:‘,a.]' r» T'n’ Jctober Paddy, on
iate Spring Bank-Holiday to days, including one Sunday, when visitors v g A . SC 3 ion "M:. hank You” letters to all thoss
have been scarce indeed. Both extremes present problems to our gallant who staffed the kiosk during 2000. He sent with it 8 modest
band of Stewards who have coped well with the situation on hand‘ In :zt,estzcrjﬂawe WiNCH Invited (0SS SERIS SUPNINE 0 SN
addition, sudden iliness, extremely adverse weather, and the petrol their preferences for 2001, but we learn that there are others
blockade have all presented their particular difficulties and have resulted willing to serve who have not been asked because we did not
in the very occasional necessity of leaving the Museum unopened. All 00 ‘ -‘e‘ase, ¥ YOU Sr& OIS SRIIY INOU. ) f””w of ancnes
this having been said, we have for the vast majority of the time provided jo tell a Committee Member or drop a line to Paddy a.s.a.p
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 271000 4

the opening hours as advertised, which is particularly important for those
people who are coming any distance expecting to visit us.

Next year it is planned to open every Bank Holiday Monday during the
season and on some mornings during July and August if the availability
of Stewards allows , and early indications are that this will be possible.
For the moment the Stewards can take a well-earned rest until next
March when there will be & series of meetings and visits leading up to

our planned opening on Friday April 6th

if anyone wishes to continue to help during the closed season do please
contact the lead Committee Member as listed below, remembering too,
that Secretarial help is required both in connection with general

correspondence, and Stewarding for next year.

it only remains to wish everyone & very happy Christmas and a
successful New Year

(Paddy Lacey)

Secretaril Delp ................. Chairman: (01621) 828001 TR (Y. S

e Organiser, Judy Tullett - 858690 ; .E. DAY 1342

Accessions/Catalogueing....Organiser, Penny Cook - 852511 At least one of our Members has scarcely changed, and whiist

Technical Organiser (and occasional heavy lifting team) - several others (non-members) are still recognisable, their where-
abouts are mostly unknown, Anyone care o comment/?

Mike Bennett - 854659



Camera Exhibition -

Wsmvabusd. at short notice, to be able to display a marvellous

5 yﬂvae collection of cameras and photographic equipment spanning

‘more than a hundred years; it has proved to be a very popular display

: Iﬁsunon.eupled with our own collection of photographs of Victorian

. and Edwardian Maidon notables, plus information on past professional
photographers and their studios. This has provided yet another insight
into the history of our little Town, and our display was finished off with a
lovely collection of old Town photographs lent to us by the Maldon
Society. We hope that many of our Members were able to come and see
this exhibition in particular, as we will be dismantling it during our closed
season. If you did miss it you missed a treat, but perhaps we will be able
to borrow it again in the future.

- Next Season in the Museum -

ﬁblychmge is occurring in Room 8 -the John Sadd Room- but | am not
~giving away too much information at this stage; suffice it to say that it will
' be different! Room 9 is also seeing a few changes. The Margery

- Allingham Society is moving to another space within the Museum and a
“host of smaller exhibits will be moving into room 9 - Maldon Swimming
‘Club memorabilia, medals, coins, and more. The school room will still be
‘here under the watchful eye of our Headmaster, dishing out discipline to
am ‘boy who may have missed the ‘bus, or not done his homework -
Mlptmlws?

mmdmng exhibition downstairs will be with us for
Mn&on with one or two additions, although we may be missing
“Baker’; rumour has it that he is retraining during the winter months
‘become a "Joiner’ working in room 9. Look out for him and say ;

- We should also have some outdoor displays set up in our courtyard ; our
;’f" ) {this translates as Mike and John) have worked very hard laying
m“m during the summer. Also Mike and Geoff have been
§Mom in which to make their mess! (Sorry, boys!) and of
- course produce the masterpieces we all admire in the Museum.
- Now we are closed the hard work for the Displays Team really begins,
: butlmuladmn!hatmdo have a great deal of fun too!

Cmcaﬂmwfumhwbeen up to - NEXT SEASON!

Judy Tullett~~~~~~~ ~— —— 111100

The original Maldon Town Clock - A timely end

In our Spring News-Letter No.20, we gave a fairly detailed history of
the Town Clock to date. In brief, it dated from 1881, was up-dated in
1971, and several of the original parts, but without the faces, were (0
be found stored in the Museum archives; this was satisfactory just 8s
long as there was sufficient room to spare.

With the subsequent loss of rooms at 'St. Cedds’ the heavy cable
drums, cables and levers were moved to the store behind the
Museumn itself but even that became somewhat congested, and at a
Committee Meeting in mid-summer it was decided that, like the copy
charters, the clock must go!....but where?..... The answer came in the
Museum of Power at Langford, with the support of their Terry Fleet,
and within a few days the entire clock stock (less faces) was moved
there.

It is hoped that, in due course, Terry may be able to complete and
reassemble the complete kit so....... Watch that space!

ROOM TOG)LET

Ever since we adopted the *Museum in the Park’ the old Toilet Block
has been something of an enigma - not only was it full of items too
good to throw out, others were too sha'bby to keep, yet we were
reluctant to dispose of anything...."in case’l.

Now Mike and his team have at last solved the problem by turning it
into an excellent workshop, fully lined and floored, complete with
benches, electricity, and (their own) power tools. Somewhere to
work!...and the items stored there?....Much of it ' dumped’; the best of
it moved elsewhere, at least for the time being.
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DEREK MALDON FITCH

el hmksti&we of the “Penny Farthing” we referred to Derek Maldon
" Fitch's continued interest in the town and promised to comment further on

‘his unusual Christian name.

It goes back to 1888 when Ald. E.A. Fitch, being Mayor, was presented by
his wife with a son - a unigue co-incidence in the town’s history - and
" decided to christen him Thomas Maldon in recognition of the occasion.

The Town Corporation aldo decided (o mark
the event in a fitting manner, and

commissioned C. & S. Finch, Jewellers, th
at No.96 High Street, to make a silver cradle. &4
This is shewn in our SCCOMPaNYing PICture.... SECEEs

It was made and duly presented to the Mayor %
by his deputy, Ald. J. Sadd at & ceremony in
the Moot Hall on 26th October TEE8,
together with an illuminated adaress, in the
presence of everyone who was anybody in
the Maldon of that time. The “Zssex
Independent” in its next edition faithiully
recorded the names of everbody present
and every word that was spoken.

Thomas Maldon Fitch had a son in 1816,
whom he christened Thomas Henry Maldon,
and who died the following year. A second
son, born at Hazeleigh in 1922 was the Derek
Maldon Fitch we know today. Sadly he has
no son to continue the tradition and it seems
the "Maldon’ story ends here....

But not quite; for the cradle still exists and is in the custody of Derek’§
~ younger sister Barbara, and perhaps one day - who knows? - Maldonians
. may be permitted to view it once again.

OBITUARY - MRS JUNE PRIME

June was born in Romford of a Galleywood family. She later worked at
Crompton Parkinson as a tracer, and there met husband-to-be John. Both
were barge enthusiasts and complete with their own family eventually sailed
into Maldon and moored at the Hythe Quay which became their home until,
spotting a nearby house, they bought it and made Maldon their permanent
home, much to the benefit of the town and several organisations.

The Maldon Society is about forty years old and ten years ago John and
June were amongst members who set about its regeneration. Areas of
responsibility were shared, one of June’s being to arrange the speakers for
the monthly meetings and we all appreciated the extraordinary range of
subjects she managed from Victorian Music Hall to the History of
Shipbuilding in Maldon; from 19th century fashion to the founding of
Crompton Parkinson; it all helped to build the membership to its current

healthy level.

June has been a strong supporter of The Maldon Society, The Archaeo-
logical Group and the Maldon District Museum Association. As an
experienced photographer she was involved (for example) in the recent
cellar survey and was not averse to crawling around in inaccessible corners,
photographing, and later illustrating her findings for use in “Underground
Maldon”. With a keen interest in the Museum, when her Mother died June
offered relevant items from her effects to help create the WWII room which
has since drawn much interest.

One of June’s greatest contributions locally is the part she has played in the
historical photographic archive of Maldon which she helped John to compile
from photographs owned by the Maldon Society, the Museum Association,
and others. Jonhn in fact produced something over 2,000 negatives and June
catalogued and referenced them all. As a result of their efforts, earlier this
year the Maidon Society received a Lottery grant which enabled the creation
of an “interactive computerised archive’ for public access in the Maeldune
Heritage Centre. So nearly ready but, sadly, June was not to see it in place.

June was involved quietly in more than most of us realised and will be
greatly missed in many ways, summed up perhaps in the words of Pam
Wright at June's funeral service - “Had | not joined the Maldon Society |
might never have met June - and my life would have been the poorer. Had
June not joined, the whole culture of Maldon would have been the poorer®.



SCHOOLS REPORT
from Cherry Ponti

Another successful round of school visits this year, mainly from Primary
Schools in Maldon. However, approximately ninety children from St.
Mary'’s C of E School, Shenfield, trooped around our Museum in less than
two hours. As a result we intend to extend our publicity to schools which
can do a half-day trip as they did, reducing coach costs by visiting not
only the Museum but the Barges and Knot Man as well, with a picnic
lunch in the park before returning to school for the normal exit bell.
The ages of the children have ranged from five to nine years with class
sizes of approximately thirty. Our aim is to give the children maximum
viewing and opportunities to ask questions, which they certainly do.
There is a testing one for Stewards - “What is the oldest object in the
Museum?”. Answer below.
They are also very good at spotting the article without a label; if one
doesn‘t know, one should always reply “What do you think it is?” or
“What do you think it is used for?”.
Most children are well behaved, whilst teachers and helpers control the
more lively ones. Our Museum is ideal for reception classes, or as an
introduction to Museums. A short thirty minutes visit, combined with a
visit to the Prom doesn’t overload them but gives some focus of interest,
especially if linked to a current school topic - e.g. water or laundry linked
to the Victorian room with mangle and washboard and black irons.
During the summer and autumn terms Penny Cook and | visited
Wentworth School, Viking Road, Maldon, where a number of Museum
exhibits/items were shown to the children, many of which they held,
wore, or touched (i.e.”hands on!”). We set some questions and asked
them to name the oldest items or to guess their functions. We ended with
each child ringing hand-bells as ringing was a Victorian pastime in an age
where there were no Televisions or Play Stations. Penny and | both
enjoyed ourselves and judging by the “Thank You” letters so did they.
Without assistance from School Stewards such visits would not be
possible; often schools make requests with less than a week’s notice, and
Stewards have been extremely flexible and anxious to help whenever
possible. To them - “Thank you for your support and | look forward to
your help in 2001”.
- To end on a festive note - a school party whilst visiting the Museum was
shown the Victorian Christmas Cards and a discussion arose about the
term “Xmas’. Up piped a small voice “Please Mrs Cook, | know all about
that. I've got it!. He shows a skin lesion on his arm - eczemal.

= TTAnswer - A Mammoth's TOOIh ™ =~ ~ ~= m~ e v v et s

P.5...Bob Wallwork was much missed from the schools team this summer .. Cherry P.

EDUCATION IN MALDON

There were Grammar Schools in1408, and in 1608 Ralph Breeder, a local
haberdasher and Alderman left £300 ‘to maintain a schoolmaster to teach a
Grammar School in the town. By 1621 it was established under its first
master John Danes. Danes died in 1639 and does not appear to have been
replaced for eleven years. Others were subsequently appointed - Rober:
Gouge (1650 - 55); and John Hatt (1655 - 95).

The school was on the upper floor of St. Peter’s Church. In 1664 part of the
tower collapsed but the school still continued in the ruins. Thomas Plume
later rebuilt the tower, with an additional two storeys in brick. The lower
floor housed the school; the upper the Plume Library of 6600 books.

In the period up to 1769 known masters included William Scarrow, Francis
Thompson, William Harris and Robert Hay.

With legal problems the school had an uncertain future until about 1834
when it was re-established, but meanwhile education of the poor wa:
beginning to flourish and two schools emerged - the ‘British Schoo!:

controlled by Non-conformist Churches, and the ‘National Schools' by the
Church of England.. About 600 children were thereby receiving some form
of education and the ‘Grammar School’ was no longer the mainstay of
education in Maldon. Smaller schools also appeared but not all survived.

In 1833 Government assistance to education commenced with teacher
training and certificated teachers appeared. From the ‘British' and
‘National’ schools in 1841 ‘Mechanics Institutes’ were founded but failed in
1882 due to lack of interest. In 1870 the Education Act was designed to
ensure that all children had at least a basic education, and in 1876 it
became compulsory; in 1891...free! The County Council assumed overall
control in 1902.

From 1895 the Grammar School acquired a new lease of life and the roll
grew under R.L.Ryland when much reorganisation took place. A new school
building was opened in 1907. However, by 1911 it was £1300 in debt and
closed in 1913/14, to be re-opened in 1914 under Sydney G. Deed who was
Headmaster until just before the second world war; the Grammar School
had meanwhile become a much respected local institution and in 1932 had
opened a new Hall and Library Wing. At the same time the ‘Elementary’
(British & National) Schools also settled into place.

4
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1_We have blundered!...and thank our observant member
that we omitted a well-known and comparatively recent
orapher from our list; namely Cyril Osbom of 112 High Street,
w?&“sl“’y popular infants™ teacher at All Saints™ School,
embers of his family are still to be found in the District. The
ong us may remember his nick-name as ‘Bogey’ but where
e from. and why. we have no idea. Any takers?

N RN

MALDON'S WINDMILLS

2 " In 1826 there were two Smock Windmills in Maldon; one stood near
 Fullbridge in the Parish of St. Peter. It had three pairs of stones and

was advertised as being of timber construction with six floors; it

. ced flour much of which was for the London trade, being

!\  conveniently near shipping. It had gone out of production by 1841.
: »«ﬂhxundw:s Herbert's Mill inSt. Mary’s Parish from which the
" name Mill Road is derived. Erected in 1825 it was sold in 1842 to a
miller working in Stebbing. Unfortunately the main section of the mill
from its carriage during the loading procedure and it had to be
smantled and transported in pieces.

“The early demise of windmills locally was due to the vigorous
tion from the very efficient water mill at Beeleigh with its ten

Shove-Groat or Shovel Board

v  in farour in Shakespeore’s day. in which a groat or an
iilling sous flicked by hand along ithe polished wooden surfuce.
Ediward shillings were particularly broad and when worn smooth by
| use were much sought after by players.The boards were

nes known as ‘Ediward’ shovel-boards thus in “The Merry Wives of
'“Slender’ complains of having had stolen ‘seven groats in mill
‘and two Edward shovel-boards’. The game has survived, little
”‘M with no loss of enjoyment to the present day, in
d{l’ﬁem and ever popular “Shove Halfpenny™

A Long-Awaited Occasion
hy Monica Bayley

For a long time we of the Essex Branch Western Front Association (WFA) had
wished to commemorate the life and death of Driver Benjamin Cobey 75226 of 37th
Battery Royal Field Artillery, killed in action on August 26th 1914. Ben Cobey's
story has already been told in the “Penny- Farthing” issue 22, Autumn 2000,

The ‘Long Awaited Occasion’ materialised on a fine autumn moming, on Saturday
September 23rd, when the Essex WFA joined Maldon District Museum officers and
members in a short ceremony of remembrance, and presentation of a plaque and
picture recalling the action in which three Victoria Crosses were awarded. Ben
Cobey took a leading part in this action and had he survived would have been
eligible for the same award. He died, and was soon forgotten, without any formal
recognition. We can find no memorial bearing his name except that of ‘La Ferte sous
Jouarre” where 4,000 men of the Briish Expeditionary Force are commemorated, all
of them with no known grave.

Ben Cobey was a Maldon boy bom at No.39 Church Street, and we know that some
of Ben’s family moved to Corbett Street, Walthamstow, but we do not know yet if
Ben moved with them. Other Cobeys however remained around Maldon and
Heybridge, so it is reasonable to assume that he is, at last, remembered in a part of
Maldon which he knew well.

We were delighted to have with us for the ceremony Mr F. & Mrs R. Cobey, of
Chelmsford. certainly related to Ben and very interested in family history. They had
known that “Benjamin Cobey” was included in their family tree but they knew
nothing about him and were astonished to leam details of his life, although saddened
at ats brevity and heroic ending at only 19 years of age.

We had got to know Rosemary well during telephone conversations we had with

her, and it was good to meet them at last with their son and daughter-in-law. The
Mayor of Maldon, Clir Peter Roberts; Mrs Julia Peel, Chairman of MDC Leisure
Services: with other officers and friends from both Town and Museum, were there.
Dr Paddy Lacey, Museum Chairman, welcomed everyone to the Maldon and District
Museum in the courtyard behind the main building, and Mrs Man Simpson.
(Chairman Essex WFA) spoke, briefly explaining the reason for the presentation and
thanking the Museum Committee for their cooperation. The plaque and picture were
unveiled by Mr Roy Little, himself a retired Gunner who had been so helpful in
contacting Woolwich and obtaining the picture, and copies of it for the Cobey
family. Roy handed both plaque and picture into the care and safe keeping of the
Museum - all necessary paperwork was completed later and during the winter break
both plaque and picture will be permanently fixed inside the museum buildings.



After a two minutes silence John Bailey (Memorials Officer) spoke the exhortation
“They shall grow not old...ctc™. The Last Post and Reveille were sounded most
beautifully by Bandsman Ron Brewer of the local Salvation Army. The notes were
heard all ;long the Promenade where many people stopped to listen.

The occasion seemed to call for a special touch and John Bailey stood up and recited
“Here dead we lie, because we did not choose
To live and shame the land from which we sprung;
Life to be sure, is nothing much to lose,
But young men think it is, and we were young™.

N

Rosmwytobcy then joined Roy Little and Mari Simpson and gave a short speech,
very appropriate to the day and although 86 years since the event was very poignant,
adding how happy they all were to be with us this Saturday. The event ended with
refreshments kindly provided by the Museum.

S~

1 have received, since then, a letter from Rosemary, as follows.....

“The article 1 wrote for the Church magazine was very well received and several
people have commented on how poignant the story was. The St. Andrews Church
Brownie Pack have used 1t to leamn about what happens in war and why we still hold
Remembrance Day dear. 1 think they are now more aware of why they take part in
the Remembrance Day Church Parade and I hope this will enable another generation
1o remember the sacrifices that were made for the prosperity and freedom we know

today”.

That says it all! Thank You, Rosemary~~————————————

Co-op Movements in Essex
by Stan Newens M.P.

The Maldon & Heybridge Co-operative Society was founded late in
1873 following meetings at the "Welcome Sailor” Inn, Maldon and
the "Queen’s Head”, Heybridge on the initiative of employees of
Maldon lronworks.

The first quarterly balance sheet (17.3.1874) recorded Shareholders’
capital of £139.15s. 0d; Sales were £971.12s. 4d. After some
difficulties attributed to deficiencies of its storekeepers leading to
losses, it began to progress and by 1877 was doing trade of £60-£70
per week. The quarterly balance sheet (12.12.1887) showed sales of
£825.18s. 4d; the number of members was 204; and dividend of
1/3d in the £ to members. and 7.1/2d to non-members.

By 1883 membership was 356, annual sales £6,443. By 1895 there
were 717 members and a dividend of 2/6d in the £ was paid.

MALDON’S BAKERS
JSrom our year-2000 display

Bakers have been a feature of the Town since its very beginnings with lists of
those practicing their skills of the trade existing since 1791. Numerically they
reached a peakin 1881 when there were 17 bakeries; 7 in the High Street, 4 in
North Street,3 in Wantz Road, and 1 each in Market Hill, Fullbridge, and Spital
Road. One of the most interesting was that in North Street belonging to Sarah
Ann and Caroline Nethercoat who, in 1851, were described as Ship's Biscuit
Manufacturers and Bakers. A list of bakers in 1896 is as follows:-

e e e e e ettt

Thomas Alexander De’ath,
Walter Washington De’ath,
John Emberson .. .. ..
Ebenezer Finch,

John Herridge Gill,
George David Handley,
Henry Handley,

Samuel Lewin,

Hepzibah Matthams,
Robert Edward Tew,
Henry Ward,

Sarah Wilding

18, North Street
7, Fullbridge
54, Spital Road
32, North Street
55, Wantz Road
87, High Street
14, North Street
135, High Street
80, High Street
103, High Street
179, High Street
35, Market Hill




What News of Esperanto?

How many of our members remember “Esperanto”, the intended
international language which seems in recent years to have gone very

quiet?

We are in possession of a booklet, fairly well preserved, and fitting
neatly into the shirt pocket; it is entitled “A Key to Esperanto”. A
magnifying glass may be useful. The first page says it all.....

“Esperanto is the International language, created by Dr. L. L.
Zamenhof, of Warsaw, and first published in 1887. it is designed for
use as the neutral, second language for everybody, notto replace the

national languages.

At Montevideo, on 10th December 1954, the General Conference of
U.N.E.S.C.0O. accepted the following resolution:

The General Conference, having discussed the Report of the
Director-General on the International Petition in favour of Esperanto,
(1) takes note of the results attained by Esperanto in the field of
Iinternational intellectual relations and in the rapprochement of the
peoples of the world;

(2) recognises that these results correspond with the aims and ideals
of UN.ES.C.O.;
(3) authorises the Director-General to follow current de velopment in
the use of Esperanto in education, science and culture, and to this
" end to co-operate with the Universal Esperanto Association in
matters concerning both organisations;

(4) takes note that several Member States have announced their

. readiness to introduce or expand the teaching of Esperanto in their
. schools and higher educational establishments, and requests these

- Member States to keep the Director-General informed of the results

attained in this field.

This booklet contains the whole grammar and a vocabulary

fficiently large for daily use.

~ The grammar can be learned in a very short time. Exceptions and

rregularities do not exist”

..and etc page 2.

We shall be interested in up-to-date information on Esperanto
nd apy-member or friend who still uses or has knowledge of it.

A Baltic Diary - 1919 - Part 5
Wy S Wouths in the Baltic (wos'd)
Oun food was wow getting from bad to worse only bread & suet avadlable.
Ou Oct I15th the “Delhi” took pant in a vislent bombarndment of Rrasnia
Gorka. O amnival we were met by modt of the Esthonta flect & aften a 1|4
howns waiting the Ethonians opened fire: & was wot long before the
Bolshevibs netunned, oun fine and the “Delhi” seemed to be the centre of
attraction as all thein 12" shells wene droffiing near on around ber. Thke
“Delhi's” 6" gune wene causing damage onchore as their fiving was
WmSmemwzwm.mwm(tam
of the muck needed winten gear & food; the food guestion was wow guite
senious & it cnly needed a spank to upoet things as the butter onshore was
wow 10/64 a th. The nesult of our bombandment was that oue batiery was
completely destroyed & many troops killed. Oun aiumen kowever finished
the day with 9 ain attacks made in reliefs at times flying so low that they
wene able 2o fine thein mackine guns on the netreating Goldkeviks: the
Esthonians managed to advance within a few miles of Rrasia & o fall
was expected daily.
Ou Oct llth a Bolsheuil ((ruisen was neported in Raporia Say o we left
hanbour at 25 lnots in a lovely shower of sleet & closed uf for action.
netunned to oun base. On Oct 120 a "white lag reponted (lying over
Rronotad? cansed much excitement onboard. Oun aiumen hkowever neported
that it wa wot a white flag, the Bolskevibs kad wow slarted to destroy
dome of the gune in Rrasnia Gorka & its fall was expected at any minule.
O Oct 13th one of sun seaplancs was dhot dows from a height of 4.000
§2: otrange ts say however both the occupants escaped wkint, leaving the
mackine a total wnech. On Oct 20th the Esthonians guamelled with the



Voith West Fmy & the "Delhi” after firing a few shelle az the fortrese
nctunmed o base owing To smowstoums. The middle of Oct wow with

lbombardments wearly esery day. smow. & we living ou bread & suct. Ou

et 26-27-25 and S0th oéolent bombardments were camiied out by

"Dethi~ & the Moncton ~Encbus ~ on Ruacmia Gorka our fine being keavily
netiwmed, . Ow: aircraft assisted wo by spotting for ws: these bombarndmente
wene camied ot while the “Delki ™ was anchoved. The ~Ernelus” with ben
guns asscated by destroyens was close iddand leaving ouly the “Delli” &
“Duncdin” visible to the gunnens of Ruacnia Gorka who either must have
been well -trained men 0% in charge of Geunan officens as thein shetle
dropped nound on wear the “Delki”. wade onc llink & wonden whene the
weit one was going. Dening these bombardments oun seanchlighte were
smashed to fieces, doos blows out & oun acwplanc platjorm was a
complete ameck. Daring the covening of thie heavy bombardment & was
planued that the Ecthonians should advance and cafitune Rnasuia Gorda
but thein guarnel with the Rucsia Tlowth Weor uny lindened them: do wuck
dhat the Bolskevils advanced & drove then: back 50 wmiles: thue Rrasnia
Gorka whick meant oo wuck 2o thew: was safe. & the Bolskevils advancing.
A the effects of the Battic Flect "¢ work was thenejore disorder & creept
for cmall bombandmente Rrnasuia Gorda never again came wader the fire of
the “Delhi”. One cannst belf thinking that we kad flenty of things to
cause discontent living o bread & jan & suct. and then to go out for 4
bouens i the Uittently cold weathe: & unde: well-dinceted enemy fire of 12
guns, the “Delht” only having 6 & then after all this touble to lear that
the Eathonians kad been dniven back 50 miles, if must be nemembened that
England was ot at war with the Golshevitis. Ou Hou Cud the discontent
of the crew was woticed by the officens co the (Cafitain nead 'The rinticle
of War" ot to wa: this in doctf caused mone discontent . On Nou Fth
dening a heavy otowm two Bolsheoik destroyens wene neported out co &

Camels wene sent uf in a lovidble wind to attack them. 2 kouns laten 2
Camels netwmed having done nothing to the enemy: the remaining tws
wmachines wene neven keard of again. On ou Snd we necelved wews that a
lange food ohifs was on it way ts ws with food & wanm clothing & was due
at Biorko on Tlou Sth. Of counse this good news fuct us in the beot of
stwuck a mine off (openkagen & gone down. We were then fuit on hal
watione, bally beef being serued out every other day for a change of men.
Aout Tlou Sth the karbour dtarted freesing wp & now we had our shecpokin
coats sewed out to ws. The weather condilions made it wearly impossible
for the acroplanes to go app & things in general were fairly guict: kowever,
the bittenly cold weather & bad food soon filled up the Fospital shife with
dluese. On Tlou Tth a Bolskeuik submarine fined 4 torpedoes at our
fatwols, all of them missing kowever. On Hlou Sth a stone shit arvived but
with wmetal folich & emeny paper & 4 men wene put below for nefusing to
wntoad kev. On Tlou Gth while at Reval the crew werne very anvious o get
ordens to netuwnn to Sionko. The shifs's company nefuced to get the shik
weady for sea and a muting broke out. Marines wene stationed all over the
i & destroyens in Reval hanbowr had theon guns trained on ws : the men
requced o listen to the officens & thneatened to throw the (aptain
overboard: they met in the Recreation Room & umoked & sang “9 want ts
go liome . Fowever this did uot touck the W7 & Sigual Grauch & we
Seamen. Hout 4 o clock in the afterncon news came through that a Stowe
W%WW“?{M&MM@MW&QSM@M
alongaide the “Delhi” on hen amival there, the crew got ready for sea. the
wiling having lasted juot 6 howna.



O awival at Bisvko Tloa 10tk the food was taken aboard & cucrything waq
,&Mwwd‘:“‘ "Delhi’s " seamen wefused to bombard
‘qWWW.daémmmdmuda@wM.
e weathe: in the Baltic woew was 20 deguecs below (recsing foint & the
barboer: napidly actting frosen oucr. Duning the exd of Tov a thaw set in &
“.[&c‘ccaw.t‘ux(odddéopao{méomc{m%m_
e Bolskentk destragews were vather active then ad 4 leff Rnonstaar &
atoamed Towands Biorko: koweuer. they (ell Joul of our wincliclds & outy
owc cacaped. The total sunvivess from the other 5 amounting to 6. ¢
Riga & Libau owr ckifs wene again in aclion Uhic Uime againdst the
qa-aadomammtéac 7@4W¢Wd«fﬂ.{(czcomc
troulle baz 15 men wene bdlled among oun slifa. 7écc'cca¢ai« dtanted
actting i d0 all the ain mackines wene packed af neady for leaving. Ou
Dec 5tk the destroyens wene velicved. On Dec 2k T bad 2o fall sick & was
G bed for & dage just cscaping fucumonia. The harbowr then was onc
w20 of ice & The okif like a ghost. On Dec 19t the cvacuation of Giorko
Commcnced, owing To the cnow whick in places was § to 10 iuckes thick: we
fowad considenabile trouble ix getting out. Ow Dec 20t we left Siorko for
Reoal: the temperatune was wow 5 degrees below seno & getting wonde.
weval, we didcooened was free from ice. (hnistmas Day was ofel af
Reval as bedt as the cincumotances fowmitled; the tewt was wouw 10 below
om0 & froatlite guite common. 7% dinnen time the Admizal told ws lie
boped o call for England before Jau 1., this being thc best Chnistmas
grecting of the day. On Dec 25t ovdews wene neceived to netuns to
England so. in company with tuo destroyens we sailed for Liban & thew to
W’“‘M‘W-&'&““W“‘“ veny wough. . .
- ludeed, & G motor launches were loct, a dniften which kad been a tender
;ﬂdc&&c?(ad&lad4mémutée"@ddé"o«doau{mwwd4
@l bands duning this passage. We amived at Popenkagen on Dec Slot &

sadled for England on fan lst. Teovidble weather was experienced in the
Honth Sea & o hot food was obtainalle owing ts the galley breaking
down. We amived at Rosyth on fJan Srd & saded again for Devonpornt
whick was reacked on fJan Gth kaving taken us a weck ts veach Eugland.
On Jan Gth the advance farty went on 6 weeks leave & on the 5th the
Adminal stwuck kis flag & the remainder of the crew went on what ] think
a well desewed nest. The “Dethi” is now in the hands of the Dockyand &
getting ready to escort the Prince of Wales on kis trif to Australia.

“The Board of Admty desire to convey to R.A.Sir W.Cowan & to the
officers & men of the Baltic force now returning to England their marked
approbation of the manner in which the work of the force has been
performed. The Baltic force has during the past year cheerfully endured
trying conditions and when occasion offered has attacked the enemy with
the utmost gallantry, It has prevented destruction of States which have
upheld the Allied cause & supported the forces of civilisation when
menaced with anarchy & has worthily upheld the honour of the British
Navy.This record is the more praiseworthy because it comes after the
long previous strain of war at a time when other forces of the Crown
have for the most part been enjoying a relaxation of effort. The Board's
gratification is to be known to all concerned.
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nces of Richard Poole. Printer of Maldon

Reminisce A ‘ AR
excerpt of Richard Pooles reminiscences in 1902, beginning

We continue with another

Part 4
The celebrations of Guy Fawkes day were carried on without hindrance, notably in

1846, 1848, 1850, when the office of Mayor was for these years Jilled respectively by
John Payne and Arthur Jennings Aiken, both of whom favoured these celebrations
and declined to allow any interference. I once heard John Pa_vng, when appealed to
by the feeble representatives of law and order, say in his stentorian voice, “Let them
enjoy themselves”. We had fireworks in those days, more powder and less charcoal
than in modern manufactures, they had plenty of “go” in them. I saw one squib rise,
enter a bedroom through the glass, and heard it expend itself by explosion in the
middle of a counterpane; that was considered ‘mild fun’. I must confess I was its
maker. I have heard it related of one bonfire, that Richard Pettitt, originally a hair-
dresser in High Street, but who afterwards cultivated the “Hilly Fields” adjacent to
what is now called “Constitution Hill” and on which certain dilapidated buildings
stood, when boys brought fuel for the fire he urged them on, saying “Bring some
more, boys, bring some more”; next morning he discovered that he had unwittingly
given permission 10 wreck some of his own sheds, for many posts, railings, and

boards were missing.

In 1856 Maldon could boast of a Pawnbroker, and it was in this establishment that a
fire broke out and spread to the two adjacent houses - the owner did not rebuild, but
presented the site to All Saints’ Church which is now enclosed by the iron railings
and entrance gate into the High Street. I have heard the wish expressed that the
remainder of the block had been burned down and the whole space thrown open (o

the church.

Referring to the Industries of the town I must first and foremost mention that of Mr.
E. H. Bentall at Heybridge, which was in the Parliamentary Borough and therefore
entitled to a'place in these Memories. His “Broadshare” ploughs were then in great
demand , and from my earliest recollections of Mr. Bentall (I was present at his
marriage in All Saints’ Church), his works continued ever increasing, and today the
manufactures of that firm are known throughout the civilised world. Mr. Bentall was
?gentleman of fine physique and manly bearing, of keen forethought and highly
intellectual and inventive genius. When I was a boy and working with Mr.
Youngman in the printing office, Mr. Bentall came in with some engravings of his
“Broadshare”, and after speaking of the work, he looked up at an oak beam which
traversed the length of the building and called attention to its deflection, adding we
should be crushed ere long unless it were attended to; next afternoon, (o our Surprise,
m ’l'lljeh"n br ?ught an lm_n eillar, Jollowed by other two with bricks, cement, stone cap,
it iﬁ l{‘:ck’d and said Master’s coming”. Mr. Bentall soon arrived and under his
to‘ thi ‘ da:‘ 525 partly with Ifls own hands, the pillar was fixed firmly as a support —
IS day it is to me a pleasing monument to his memory.

In 1868 he was returned Member for Maldon by a majority of 153 over Mr. Sandford
the sitting Member in the Parliament then recently dissolved. He spent the greater
part of the hour from 3 to 4 o’clock on polling day in the quiet seclusion of my
counting house not wishing to be disturbed (he and I were enjoying a cigar); he was
sought many times during that time, but I did not reveal his whereabouts; shortly
before four he walked into the street amidst the shouts and plaudits of his supporters,
for, as it was open voting, all knew he was returned the new member for Maldon. I
for many years had the great privilege of enjoying his friendship and hospitality, and
to spend an evening with him was always to learn something. I was guest on his
yacht “The Jullanar”, which made so much stir in yachting circles when in the
Solent; we went ashore at Cowes calling at a large nautical depot, the proprietor of
which expressed a wish to go on board the yacht; Mr. Bentall invited him to sail to
Ryde, and when he examined and admired the metal fittings Mr. Bentall replied, with
some pride, “they were all made at Heybridge”. His kind liberality towards charitable
institutions was great, and it may be truly said he followed the injunction in the
Sermon on the Mount, “let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth”. One
instance comes forcibly before me in which a Maldon lady asked me for my vote for
Earlswood Asylum, and remarked Mr. Bentall had six votes, would I ask if they were
disengaged; I reminded her it was only about a week before the election, I however
wrote to him soliciting his votes and received the prompt and emphatic reply inside
an envelope “Yes”. The day prior to the election the lady was somewhat perturbed
that his proxies had not been sent me, but I assured her Mr. Bentall had said “Yes”,
and that was sufficient; shortly afterwards he sent a message that he had voted at ll;e
head office and given my candidate 500 votes, which of course placed him at the
head of the poll. A few days later in thanking him for his magnificence he quaintly
replied “I hardly knew whether you pleaded most for the lady or the gent so I bought
you the votes”.

Another industry was that of Messrs John Sadd & Sons, whose timber business was
conducted at Hill House, Market Hill, and at the bottom of Union Lane, where they
had a large bonded yard for timber; lath-rending, sawing, &c., was also carried on.
There was a large pond in which timber was constantly kept, and which pond I have
good cause to remember; it, being adjacent to the tidal river, contained some good
eels; 1 was Jishing here with one foot on land and one on floating timber, I had a bite
al.xd failed to potice the timber gradually moving away from the side, so in I fell, and
Z:;vladppeared in deep water; fortunately I was seen by two companions who caught
e aof me when I ros:'e a second time, pulled me to land and afterwards told me “I
i"dus’:uyzrrow squeak”, - but I caught the eel. After the railway was opened this
e :lcwas removed to more commodious wharves and buildings adjacent thereto.
s m.s dl.mrtauld th.en established a silk factory in the old buildings in Union Lane,
Work;s l’d not connnue‘ many years. I ought here to mention the Maldon Iron
Wa"e,"w hich although it does not rank in my early memories, yet its founder Joseph
o , of liroal{ Street Green, does. He manufactured a plough, “The

tanger”, which brought him into some prominence, and subsequently he



removed to less imposing buildings on the site of which the Maldon Iron Works now

stand. . ;
At his decease the Company was formed and took over the business. The late Mr.
3 the Company, was a boon companion of mine at the

Float, many years manager 7/] 4
al of us owned a boat, and in those days of no

commencement of the fifties; sever 4
Wm" no early closing, no bank holidays, and shops open from 7 a.m. to 8
p.m., our recreation was limited to the early morning; we generally had to wait for
Float, he was not too good at early rising; we often adopted the string-out-of-

i alarum, and when we did pull, his slumbers had to end; he at this

time lodged with the Cottees at the Post Office in the High Street.

Maldon can claim two artists of note, viz. John Rogers Herbert, R.A., who in 1846
was commissioned to paint frescoes in both Houses of Parliament, and Robert
Nightingale who was originally a house painter, apprenticed to Mr. Stannard,
edecessor of Mr. Samuel Hawkes, in High Street. Leaving Mr. Stannard he studied
in the Schools of Art and first devoted himself to portrait painting, added to which he
was skilled in the early art of photography and practiced the Daguerreotype process.
In the end of the fifties he had established a reputation for his animal and still-life
pictures. John Ruskin said of one of his paintings “he had never seen better fur or

Jeathers”.

In 1867 when Mr. Henry Chaplin’s “Hermit” won The Derby, he commissioned
Nightingale to paint the horse life-size, for which he had a large fee, and the painting
now hangs in the gallery of the great banqueting hall at Blankney. Referring to this
painting, Sir G. Chetwynd in his “Racing Reminiscences” says “Nightingale was one
of the very few good painters of a horse I ever saw. He would have earned a great
name if he had shown more application in his work”. He also received a commission
10 paint a pony for our present Queen, when Princess of Wales. I have in my house a
specimen of his decorative art (a marbled mantelpiece) and also some of his best
pictures, — animal life, still life, and fur and feathers.

Sir Edwin Landseer spent many of his early years at Beeleigh Grange, and I have
heard my mother tell (for she was born in Beeleigh Abbey) how she and her brother
played with him in the adjacent fields, in one of which the Lion Tree has since
W its growth in animal portraiture. She had for many years the painting of a
dog Sven her by Landseer and I have a dim recollection of seeing it. I can but regret
that in those very early years my artistic taste had made slow growth.

: No.mamia of Maldon in the Forties and Fifties can be complete without mention
of its Parliamentary Elections and with these I will close.

10 be ¢

we nearly forgof.
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Chairman................ Paddy Lacey........
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