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R T Ed’s Ha’p'orth

g Thphobgmpllof “The Veteran' on the cover reminds me that many of our

~ volunteers are also veterans, some now perhaps underpowered but on whom
we still rely to ensure the steady progress of our ‘Museum in the Park’
towards 2000, as did the auto into this millennium.

17la'ewas ‘something’ about this little picture which made it irresist ible on
the bric-a-brac stall of Maldon’s market. When removed from its frame the
back revealed some pencilled script starting ‘The late Mrs F.O.Seyd... " and
later ‘The car... 1897.° Two clues, and some more research called for.

Hw. as | Ioo_lwd for information. maritime variety, concerning early
wireless communication in early yachting magazines I was astounded to see
the very photograph in The Yachting Monthly and Motor Boating Magazine
of 1935, under the title of ‘The Yachtsman on the Road - an introduction to
a new feature by Oscar F. Seyd’.

So I had seen it before and now only have to find a real M 3
Mal.
fOf Part Il o_f this story. Jfind a aldon connection

Your complimentary copy of the Maldon Town Gui, ‘

: ide of 1991 vintage has
{)een prawded by Malq'on Town Council and contains much interesting
;y'onnaaou. mostly still current: the ‘appendix’ notes our move from

pindles to the Park. We are grateful 1o the Town Clerk for arranging this.

I was fm to meet once again Arthur Holt, the boatbuilder of
Heybridge Basin, just before he sailed into retirement last month. He has
Zmnged  for some of his drawings, noles, and other items of interest (o be
mned.to us, and [ was able to thank him both for these and the generous

free adee [ received personally over the years from this wooden boat
::eaalm.ﬂe started boat bgildliﬂg in Heybridge Basin in 1965 and has built
)g;‘;kmﬂm per year 'wml his firm ‘Holt and James' ceased trading last
mbamd ﬁ% t;'{oe-‘;tl:'i: a:je' tlzl:)se he built including his splendid vessel

AJF... 180899

The Yachtsman on the Road

An Introduction to a New Feature
Y

OSCAR

N road motoring matters, as with pleasure
power craft and yachting generally, the
tendency is to look forward and not

backward. We all like to know what is
ahead, or ‘now available, ro increase our
enjoyment of our chosen recreations, o7 tO
give us improved value afloat or upon the
road.

Even so. a retrospective glance often Is
botnh interesting and inspiring. [t brings
home to many of us the big progress that hast
been made within fairly recent memory.
Motoring is sull a comparatively new form
There are vachts in commission
were in commission before a

e nleastire car ran on the road.

Look at the photograph o an 1897 “aute”
reproduced on this page. This is the sort of
vehicle upon which T had my firsz experience
i “autocaring.” I sav wpon advisedly, tor
Jinly one did not ride i cars at that time.
Actually my mother is shown at the uller.

1t is. perhaps, of practical interest to ob-
irom this rather historic picture some
| ientures of the car,. Enmac at the
ele and chain drive: two-speed
candle - lamps:

E. SEYD

'nineties is that the cars of 1935 follow the
same principles in their essential detal
Their efficiency, safety, comfort and
value show them, of course, 0 have improved
almost out of recognition. But they are not
radically different in their main essentials from
the *old bus” at which it is now so easy to
poke fun.

We still have before us, and rapidly ap-
proaching, I hope, the automatically coneroll
“ a]l-speed "' gear, the completely self lubri-
cating chassis, the perfectly veatilated and
warmed saioon body. and other long-desired
evolutions. More distant. bur perhaps now
outlineé upon the honzon, there is the turbine
internal combustion engine, and the storage
bhatcery which will make possible an electric
touring car. The Diesel or semi-Diesel type
of heavy oil engine. already a success in big
transporr vehicles. as well as in our power
vachts and heats. should soon satistacrorily be
applied to pleasure cars. The steam car.
which gives an ideal luxury of motion, is, in
my apimion, at present kept in the background
more by commercial than rechnical considera-
tions.

QOue ot the most
interestine things

one brake—a  hand-
yperated U spoon 4
u the tvres

voengine

r , A 1zni-
lever under the
s seat. \o_ re-

nohoad ;nowind-
Buc (althouzh
fied by che illus-
tr n) there were. in
that clorious age or
ireedom.also no tax.no
licence. no. numbers—
and no  Mr. Hore-
Belisha! :

The present century |
was not very old when
I personally drove cars
not greatly advanced
upon the one illus-

ta readers of
The YACHTING
AMoxTHLY is the rather
surprising fact thar in
many ln\pﬂml’“ “re-
spects the machinen’ of
the modern car is im-
proving along the same
seneral lines of evolu-
tion as those followed
by marine machinery.
Such topics. and dis=
cussions of the design
and characteristics re-
vealed in personal trials
of a  representative
range of modern cars
will occupy much of
the space of these addi-
tional motoring pages

crated.

pow included, at the
request of manv en-

Perhaps the, . most EVEN IN 1807 OLR CORRESPONDENT,
NOIN O ISY 1 " k, ‘D, - .
, MR SEYD.  phugiastic  yachtsmen

striking fact in NOW T \'\s \ SERIOUS (VERY) CRITIC OF ** AUTOCARING."! . <
c:lllmg one s n'lcm_Ol'ICS [THE CAK IS A 2 H.P, SINGLE.CYLINDER INTER- motorists, n The
of the " autos” of the NATIONAL). YACHTING M ONTHLY.
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AGM Notes.....

As the Secretary is still composing his notes, herewith the

INTRODUCTION AND ALLEGRO by the Chairman-
1. Chairman's Welcome and Opening remarks. - Paddy opened the
meeting with a welcome to everyone and reviewed what we have done in
the past year - he thought the Museum had done well and it had been a
very enjoyable year.* However, we need to work even harder to make
progress; with Registration with the Museums & Galleries Commission a
larger range of grants will become available and a Mission Statement is
thereby required.* He did not think anyone would object to our simple
Statement of Purpose agreed by our Officers - “To collect, preserve,
interpret and exhibit the matenal evidence of Maldon’s past for the benefit,
education, and enjoyment of all’

5. Chairman's Report. Paddy firstly thanked the Maldon District
Council for providing us with our “home’ at the Prom Lodge, and our
Stores.* The Chief Executive is in total support and provided a letter of
intent to renew our lease, so we can look forward to a secure future. *
Also thanks to Fiona McGloin and Russell Dawes, both of MDC.* Thanks
100. to all our members who have paid subscriptions and given general
support.* We orgamsed successful events for members - Victorian
evening, a memorable Evening with the Brewsters, Visit to Valence
House, Dagenham, Stewards Day, and a special opening at the Museum.*
Particular thanks to the Stewards and the Keyholders, and the Blackwater
and District Fine Arts Society with Gwenda Wolstenholme who oversees
their contribution to the Stewarding * Thanks to our Curatorial Adviser
Nick Wickenden, Caroline Bradley, and Debbie Boden of Museums in
Essex.. and Ben Travers at SEMS.* Paddy stated that our Committee
meetings have been very constructive and stimulating.* Pat Preece was
very helpful during our moving days but did not wish to continue on the
Committee.*Thanks to the “Design Team’, Bob Wallwork and Bronwen
Cook for the Osea Exhibition, and also Ken Cook who with Penny has
put together display boards of a very high standard.* Elizabeth Wood, of
the Thames Barge Sailing Club, helped put together an exhibition on
Thames Sailing Barges.* Thanks to Maldon Volunteer Agency from whom
helpful people, in particular Geoff Albury, Harry Craig and Judy
Domrington.* Also to Cherry Ponty, the education arm of the Museum,
Betty Chittenden for record cards Maldon Society and John Prime for
excellent photographs.* Visits were made by Caroline Bradley of the
Museums Service, and Marion Wells, Maldon Town manager, and
meetings arranged with Maldon’s Town Mayor regarding ownership of

-

Moot Hall artefacts.* Paddy had spent much time on Registration
procedures and also attended the Maldon Heritage Forum which is
coordinating the tounst attractions.* He has spoken at various meetings of
organisations about the Museum, including the University of the Third
Age, Womens® Institute Groups, Antiqarian Societies in Rayleigh,
Mundon Parish Meeting, Purleigh W.I., BBC Essex, and St.Clare’s
Hospice.* He is delighted to report that the book which he prepared with
the help of the Museum is still producing royalties for the Museum. One
of the highlights of the year was at the end of our season when we met
John Ramshall, Vice-Chairman of the Coastal Forces Veterans'
Association who with his wife visited the Mueseum to look at the beautiful
model of the actual MTB 796 on which John had served at the age of
seventeen - a magic moment. Paddy paid tnbute to the work Len B had
done during the year, and handed over to him.
to be continued.

I'riary Walled Gardener (Arthur Cox) meets
Byrthnoth (Ray Brewster) on the ‘Fair Day’




That Wheel - Again!
~~a revision by member George Ginn~~

On re-reading my history of the Bates in the last issue and comparing it with the
photo which accompanied it, | realised that | had not mentioned No.3 Market Hill
upon which the wheel is unmistakeably portrayed. So | set about trying to trace the
histories of Nos. 1 & 3(No.l incidentally was what is now the Market Hill entrance of
Coes, a8 can clearly be seen in the photo). The following gives the results of that
research -

Nod No3
1886 Railway Receiving Office
1890 -do-
1894 -do-
1899 Bate Cycle Co. ~do-
1902 Edgar Barrett, Cycle Maker -do-
1906 Maldon Cycle Co. Thomas Farley, Butcher
(Alf Hearn, Proprictor)
1910 Maldon Cycle Co. -do-
(JRTodd, Manager)
1917 Blank Blank
1922 Maldon Cycle Co. Blank
1924 MALDON CYCLE CO.
Cycle Agents & Dealers
1926.1929,1933 -do-
1937 Maldon Cycle Co. Blank

The 1899 entry is the only reference | can find in the Directories to Bates having
been at either No.l or No.3. However, Linton, in his Book of Maldon, reproduces om
page 108 an advertisement for the Bate Cycle Co. Ltd. of 1, Market Hill - sadly,
without giving either the date or source. The probability however is that the Bate
Cycle Co was never at either No.l or No.3 during the 20th century.

This view is supported by Tudor Brady wnom Len remembered as the son of Brady
snr. who was in business here, and Len contacted him with the result that he gave
us the following interesting information referring to his father:-
“On leaving the army after the (first) World War, he returned to Maldon and worked
in the Maldon Cycle Co. with a Mr Randall who owned the business at that time. |
‘pelieve he bought out Mr Randall in the early 1920's and became the
W._Mmmm in 1970 when it went to my three brothers in

. For as long as | can remember the Penny Farthing wheel was regarded
‘lt ﬂu tmda!urk of the business.”.

This is all confirmed by an advert in the All Saints’ Parish Magazine of August 1938
which is reproduced here. We are left with the conclusion that as Bate was never at
No.3 he could not have put the wheel up there, which in turn bege the question “why

has this story persisted?". Nobody alive today can remember its origin - or can thay
7¢7... HELPIII

As part of the investigation we compiled histories of Nos. 5, 7, 9 and 11 Market Hill,
and they are summarised below -

From 1886 until 1910 a Joseph Croft, tailor & hosier was recorded at No.5, but by
1917 he had removed to 70A High Street.

We earlier (last issue) shewed Henry Bate and family at Nos. 9 & 11 at the close of
the 19th century, though Henry Bate's occupation of No. 11 seems to have been
domestic (upstairs flat?) in view of the fact that W. Archer, draper, was trading
there from 1890 to 1902. Interestingly he was simultaneously trading from No. 61
High Street- now Coes - thus sharing that building with No. 1 Market Hill, This
building, with the two shops, was erected following the destruction of the previous
building by fire in 1882 whilst in the occupation of H. C. Worraker, ironmonger. (Not
to be confused with the 1892 fire at Orttewell's ironmonger at No. 53 High Street).

We have no information on No. 7 Market Hill in the 19th century, so we now turn to
the 20th century history of the four shops Nos. 5, 7, 9, & 11. No.5 we mentioned
above as far as 1917. At Nos 7 & 9 (one establishment) until circa 1920 we had
competitors to the cycle shop at Nos. 1 & 3 in that as “Cycle Agenta”, were first
Edwin James Wright, then Harry Harcourt, then Sydney Arthur Allen here. All three
shops (Nos 5, 7, & 9) were demolished in 1923 and the Jubilee Hall erected in their
place. Now, of course, only a memory.

You will recall that we shewed the Railway Receiving Office (whatever that may have
been) at No. 3 throughout the 19th century, and it was still there in 1917, after
which it is shewn at No. 5 Spital Road. (Leslie Hall, Agent & Collector), Its place wae
taken by Thos. W. Hayes, wine and spirit merchante, until in 1929 we find Unwins in

the same trade, and who survived until recent times. Now of course it is the Oxfam
Charity Shop

George Ginn..250899 2

DID YOU KNOW THAT.....

....the phrase “"Cock and Bull Story” derives from rival Stage
Coaches from Stoney Stratford, Bucks, to London, starting
from The Cock’ and ‘The Bull', and that the increasingly fast
times claimed by each of the Stage Coach Operators gave
rise to this derisive comment ?
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‘Mr Keetley of Durban, South Africa, visited our Museum with
friends and confirmed that HMS Rockrose was renamed
Protea and is finally resting in their Maritime Museum in

Durban Harbour.
It was of course the painting, plaque, and information on the
wall of our WW11 room which prompted this information.

=S CCIHSS=
Summary of Service 198147

=MS ACERCSE was a "Flower" Class corvette, duilt by Chas. Hill & Sons, Bristol
and ensiced by George Clark (1938) Ltd. Laid down on 28 October 1540, her

shell plating was holed by splinters in an air raid on the night of 3/4 January
IS51, Sowever, the damage was repaired and the ROCKROSE was launched on 26 July
1583 ; beinz completed on 4 November 1041, Of a stardard displacement of 350
£ons, she was 205" O" in length and 33' 2" in breadth. With a maxirun speed oI
15 mots, her endurance was 7,400 miles at 10 knots and 4,500 miles at 15 knots.
Armazent was Ix4" gun, 2x2 2dr guns and 2x20 mm Oerlikon guns. For anti-subma=ize
warzZare, she was S5itted with 2 rails and 4 throwers for which she car-ied 72
desthcharces but in 1955 these wers removed when ROCKROSE was fitted with Hedge-
Zoz.

245 20CE20SS was allocated to the South Atlantic Command and lef: Londornderry o=
S Decenter 1C41, i3 company with AMS JASMIIE, for Freetown, where they arrive
towarss the end of the month.

The ROCIACSE was employed on convoy escort duties based on Sre=etown until June
1552 when sne was transfer-ed to Sizonstown, remaining based there until April
1545, Cn 3 Octoper 1952 sne took part in an unsuccessful hunt for U-boats to

<he West and South of Capetown. On & November 1942, HMS ICCKROSE recurned <o
Sizonstown from a search for survivors of a merchant ship which had been torrecoced
with 3% survivors of the SS R0SS which had been struck on 29 October.

In May 1543, HMS 20CKR0SE was transferred to the South Atlantic Zacor: Force
operating on toe Zast Coast of Africa where sne was based on Durban.

In November 1943, she was transferred to the Aden Zacort Force, escorting convoys
to Sombay, etc. In May 1944, the ROCKROSE became part of the Arabian - Bengal -
Ceylon Zscort Torce. This force operated as part of the Zastera Fleet - to which
the 20CK20SE had been assigned in January 1944,

In May and June 194k, ZMS ROCKROSZ refitted at Zast London, returning to Durban
on 6 July to continue with escort duties. She continued these duties until
Septenber when she sailed via Aden and Zombay to Colombo to join the Zast Indies
Zscort Force.

245 30CK20SE carried out various duties and movements with this force until April
1955 when sne sailed for Port Zlizaveth for a refit. At the end of June, the
20CIZCSE left Port Zlizabeth, arriving ac Durtan on % July. Trom there she
sailed o Colombo, arriving on 3 August. She continue to be based at Colombo
until January 1946 when she sailed for the United fingdom to enter the Reserve
Tleer at Devonporz.

23 1587, =S 3CCIROSE was re-classified as a frigate. Sne was Sransferred to the
South African Navy Forces and re-nacei S2CTSA. Later she was converted S0 a
Survey vessel woricng with that Torce.

. Zapzle Zomour awarded was ATLATTIC 194142

¢

That Wheel - and more recollections | -
Len,
| enclose a few notes about the M.C.Co but it is difficult to recall things
that were going on when we were quite young.
| mention about my father because he was the Maldon Cycle Co and a
man of many parts,
Regards,
Tudor.

“My father on leaving school became a stable lad to a large estate in Burnham,
Bucks, where he was trained to be a jockey: this stood him in good stead when he
Joined the Army in World War 1. He was Mentioned in Despatches for taking a mule
convoy up to the front lines under fire. He also found time to race his horse (name
‘Spider’) in Regimental contests and won a cup for the Royal Berkshire Regiment. |

understand this is still shown in the Regimental Museum.

On leaving the Army after the war he returned to Maldon and worked in the Maldon
Cycle Co. with a Mr Randall who owned the business at that time. | believe he
bought out Mr Randall in the early 1920's and became the proprietor. The premises
however were owned by Mr Bonner, Dentist, who lived and practised in the large
double-fronted house at the top of Market Hill. My father took the first available
opportunity to buy the property in the early 30's and owned it until his death in
1970 when it went to my three brothers in partnership. '

For as long as | remember the Penny Farthing wheel was fixed to the front of the
building and regarded as the Trademark of its business. In the workshop there

were two ovens served by a central fire. | think it was assumed that it was a
baker's oven, but | can now see the possibility that the ovens were in fact

enamelling ovens when cycles were manufactured there: et

ot i i

ludor Brady

NB. Anather Voludeer Musturm (Aeaner Wandza ~ P"hg 0@‘4‘5?
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Bate Cycle Company, Ltd,

{, MARKET HILL, MALDON,

mspection by a critieal public of their Superb Specimens of Cycle
2 rariety of Mudels to suit the Tourist of cither sex, who

{on~siowiion
cmitom s el comtort, or the Speed man, who yearns to break records or

to win przes,, but one guality only ; the Best.

“BATES UNIQUE" Y CLES
A spduersd v hiehly skilled mechanies trained to the work, aided by the
et 2sds, and ander the eve of T. S. Bare, Works Manager, a past-master
i the Bandicsitz, who as ider and o maker has had anexperience of 27 vears,
s v the rider saosfaction, and cost nothine after the initial ontlay which

i~ moderate.

For purther iuformation see Catalozue and Price Lixt, mailed free on application.

We have first-class facilities for the execution of REPAIRS,
RE-ENAMELLING, &c., &c., to any make. :

— smiie &

RIDING TAUGHT BY @OMPETENT INSTRUCTORS.

Speciai Attention to Style. Our Fees
are reasonable.

% B—NO CHARGE IF A MACHINE IS PURCHASED.

We have had great experience in fitting this valusble adjunct,
and guarantec satisfaction. :

2 1
We keep  Large Stock of RELIABLE CYCLES to LET op HIRE. { ) se of bemg zil!) we
£° QW DOULS aIre
J . A
GEAR CASES: 4.8 M d 20 over 10 Northey
1 (ST R Jdeserted). "Ve would

From ‘Essex Countryside’ - August ‘99

. Osea sub base 52
~ from: mrs Jouer Wks
[ WAS c:h;ﬁm& to read May's
arucle on Osea Island.
Moy tather, Percy Flovd of :

Aup !l - ok i Maddon!

arrnived on Osea
1e vears [917-20 trom

sinshire, whe

:d some photos on

-
) 'ower at

memones ot

iris who worked .t Benuils.

n World War Twao.

1ad a dav ortorten

1€ LOVEIV it 10 mJake

A visit to St. Lawrence Discovery Church

Wr Ple and row 2ack on

{ de,
Lusnam, WoreLstLrsnire (and a bush!) to see Bronwen Cook's exhibition.

jes Is replete with all that is beﬂ'—w—
and most desirable. LIS

Em THIS 1S THE HALL-MARK OF &7 -
! A PERFECT CYCLE.:

Qur Stock of A




From your Membership Secretary.....

It is several months since | was given the space to say a few words 1o all

‘those Members who continue to support the Museum Association and
regularly pay your subs through me without imtating reminders which [ in
any event try to avoid: so I will without more ado say to all “Thank you
very much for your support which is vital to the continued health of the
Association”.

Our numbers of Members continue to ncrease but there 1s room for more,
and Membership Application forms are available both in the Museum and
on request from any member of the Commuttee.

Don't forget that from time to time our Working Parties welcome any
assistance, however small. and will be pleased to hear from you. Their
names and “phone numbers are at the back of this Newsletter. Stewards
are already well represented but they 100 sometimes need extra assistance
and a call to our Stewardmg Secretary is all you need to make.

On behalf of the Association. thank you again for your support

~Ray Brewster-010999

YARE L

A bric-a-brac stall recently yielded a treatise on ‘Quibreaks of I'ire”
dated 1926 and embossed ‘Acton Fire Brigade'. It contains much
historical and practical information as well as unusual snippets of
nterest.

Curfew.—The custom in England of covering up all fires at a fixed time
the eveninz may date back to King Alfred’s reign. The mode of heating
buildings at that time was by a wood or peat fire upon a hearth in the middle
of the room, the smoke ascending and escaping through a hole in the roof.*
The foors were covered with rushes upon which many of the inmates slept.
* These holes, filled in with Lousres, can still be traced in tbe roofs of ancient halls
and kitchens and at the colleges at Oxford and Cambridge.

Therefore, the proper covering of the fire was a very necessary precaution
against the embers being blown about amongst the combustible material in
and about the buildings. William the Conqueror found it a useful regulation
and ordained that it should be rigidly carried out upon the ringing of a bell.
In default the offenders were subject to severe penalties. ;
g The covering up of the fire was called by the Normans couvre-feu, which
" afterwards became curfew, and in course of time rhe ringing of the bell itself
‘was gmiven that name.

vy

o

How iar Sounds Travel.—Noi<es rhat wern

The cover at first may have been similar to a i { '
after the introduction of the chimney * the fires »I;:)e:l(;freh\fpg:ht::‘h?;:t’;:
under the flues, and naturally the best method of covering the embers wonld
he to rake them as close to the back of the hearth as possible and place the
curfew in front. Fig. 1 is an illustration of an ornate example of a curfew
from Canterbury. It is of copper, ten inches (-2540 m.) high, sixteen inches
(+4062 m.) wide and nine inches (-2286 m.) deep ; others may still be found
in the South of England. 3

The time of ringing the eurferw bell seems to have been sight o'clock in the
evening, but in many places rhe rime of tolling was seven, and it was aradually
advanced to eight, and. in some places, to nine o'clock. 3 :

The absolute prohibition of lights after the
ringing of the curfew-bell was abolished by
Henry L. in 1100. :

Tradition hands down that this salutary
police reaulation served the important purpose
of keeping people within doors after dark and
thus preventing nocturnal brawls in the streets.
It is also asserted that the severity exhibited by
William the Conqueror in enforcing obedience
to the curfew law was political and particu- Fig. 1l.—Curfew or Couvre-Feu.
larly designed to prevent the English from
assembling in secret to plot against him or his government.

The ringing of the * prayer-bell,” asit is called in some Protestant conntries,

undoubtedly originated with the curfew. In Scotland ten o'elock was not un
unusual hour.

* Rochester Castle, built in 1130, had complete fireplaces with i-circular backs
a;ld an arch over. The flues, however, go pouly a Few feet u;e;:l the thicknesa
of the wall, and are turned out at the back through small oblong holes, A few years

late i i i
aap p:a:.e lmprovement of carrying the flues up through the whole height of the wall
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heard in a balloon »

Man's shoue (heard distinerly), - IF::);
Sharp note of the mole-cricker. < 3 3 2:500
(_'rn.l‘kiug of Froas in a marsh. 3.000
Maw's voiee and the rollinge of @ earr. £ 3"'55
ol of denme and music of orchesrra, x : «l»:;l)u

Urowing of cocks. note of chureh hells and <onetines
<houting of men and women, . ; 3 3.000

Reporer of a ride and barkine of o o,

2 : . A900
Nuise of  railway train in morion, . . 3 L0
Whistle of a railway enaine, | - 117900

CamiLLe Franiarmos,
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‘THE PALACE THEATRE’
~Advertisement in ‘the Maldon Express 25th June 1907 ~

“At quction in the Palace Theatre, High Street....... contents
of No.100 High St.......... furniture........ w

~Previously offered on 27th April 1904~
“......Freehold dwelling house with large yard, extensive
outbuildings, & walled garden, known as 100 High Street,
recently in the occupation of Mr Alfred Lucking............... 7.

Lucking - farmer and cattle dealer (at Heybridge).
The 1891 Census shows he hadl0 children under 19.
His wife was aged 39.

W.Ceo.Ginn...Feb'99

The Secretary was asked if he wished to use ‘a rather large
typewriter which had been donated by Clir Rbt Long, but due
£o the reliability of our existing system and the Secretary's
own workshy fingers, this donation has been under-employed
to date.
In fact this is 2 golf-ball machine and will be on show next
year together with the Secretary's own MUCH LARGER
golf-ball machine as part of the Office Section of our
Communications Exhibition.
The following note had been received by Tony F in earlier days
from the * Desert Island Discs’ man.......

81, Deodar Rocad,

2utney,

Lordon, S.W.1l€S.

Many apologiss for the long delay in

- 2jou s,p3
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replying to your letter.

Uy F2¥iT2Y, zolflall was delivered to me on February 2th $5:53

1362.

The serial number is 08000254, It was marufactured in

Helland and was ax» cne of 2% demonsTeation machines sert Tc

<his country. The price was £171.00.

\\{;\-9 la—;caucl—w

\ )
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: Fortunes of War S
Gordon Maycock of South Australia to Bob Wallwork 3

v
Thanfkyou for the ivformation about the torpedo boat base, as I
told you I have read about them but did not know about the base on
Osea Isfand; they were a 0it primitive then but fiad a terrific record.
You fave assembled o fot information on 796 you say, I have come
across a bit more from o chap who was in the engine room crew on
anotfier boat in our flotitla MTB 767. (Who were out with us on the
night we ran into L. Boats i March 45 our last action of the war.

They were supposed (o fave Geen astern of us, but for some
unknown reason were abeam on our starboard side, . boats came up

from astern down eacli side of us ,we took a burst of cannon shell in

the engine room and fuel tanks filling our bilge with petrol putting us
out of action. At the same tiine 707. 1Was mistaken for an T boat, our
20m/m gunner put a burst wto there engine room putting their engines
oul of:n’l;'on. their skipper took as ﬁu’ an F Goat dmfgd'(‘e Lhe order to
ram, but fortunately with s cngines ont of action was unable to do so
if that had happened ifings would have not been to cosy in our engine
room and I may not frao» feen writing to you now, such are the
Sfortunes of war, anetivc: jpicce of jigsaw that fils in years later which
we didn’t know abont af the time.

There are a few ofd ~cats aronnd the country that have been 'put
back to there origimal =2 ste. there are also a lange number that were
converted (o fionse boavs, “Eil de island” is Qf'r.mrse very near to

Teddington where the “oat builder “Tough Brothers” built a_few MTBs
during the war, the ‘Thames is filfed with ofd MLs,andMTBs that have
been converted, 796 m.ay cven be one of them if only we knew, Idbu_ﬁt
if any records exist to tell us if that is the case. &

DR

e

Bob says “We do know that MTB 796 was decommissioned,
all armaments taken off etc: and transferred to the Sea
Scouts at Harwich for a training vessel at the cessation of
hogtilities.”




Reminiscences of Richard Poole, Printer of Maldon

You will recall that in Issue 13 we published an article by Emest John Adams on *The
Columbian Press’, in which he referred to the printing of Richard Poole’s
reminiscences on an old Wharfdale machine in 1902. We have been searching for a
copy of these recollections and finally we ran a copy to earth and now have a“pholosml
ohit, courtesy of Clary Devall, and extracts from which we now intend to serialise:-

Part 1

Mr President,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
After such a treat as that afforded us by Miss Bertha Moore in her Lecture-Concert
at our last Meetng, and despite our President's assurance. in gving notice of this
Meeting, that the Lecture would not
he dry I have my misgivings but hope his prophecy may to some extent be fulfilled.
He certainly brought me no small comfort when he announced that wherem my
memory failed. others would be present to supply, so that between myself and those
‘others ' I trust we shall fairly describe “Maldon in the Iifiies”
It was suggested to me that [ should give a Lecture on My Personal Recollections of
Maldon and some of its People in the lifties(1830's), but as I shall travel farther
hack and include Memories of the Forues(1840's) I thus appear before vou as one no
longer young.
When our worthy President mentioned the subject to me he came with flattering
words, and based his assumption of my ability (o give this Lecture on the grounds of
my having attempied a short speech at the ‘Old Maldonians ' Dinner, with reference
o Maldon and my school days in the I‘orties. Unjortunately for me [ introduced
certain memories connected with my education which raised a laugh against me: but
what [ then related was an actual fact and which enttled me (o rank as an "Old
Maldonian’ so | am not ashamed to repeat it tonight. My schoolmaster was a
clergyman residing at All Saints” vicarage, whose vocation had a dual characier,
viz.—that of teaching the young and undertaking the cure of souls in the Parish of
Mundon, and in the due performance of his ecclesiastical functions on certain
Wednesday mornings in the year we had the option of walking with him to Mundon
church, to listen to his munistrations, or remain in school under the tutorship of his
daughter. | bemg studiously inclined (pardon the egotism) preferred of course the
latter alternative. [ must claim your indulgence if this Lecture appear egotistical -
perhaps | might more correctly term it “Maldon and ', but it comprises memories
slightly strung together and refers with few exceptions (o fast receding vears: such as
they are | am pleased to relate,

“The web of our life is of a mingled yarn. good and il together”

and although we are so ready (o quote 'the good old times " [ venture (o say that many
things [ shall here record could not have taken place in these later days of law and

order.

to be continued.
LI B010999

From the Papers ...

l) “There’s no pleasing some folk '
2) Old coins from the soil

3)

RECENTLY while visiting Maldon I was horrified
to find building work, I understand for more shops,
on the walk ugh from the High Street to the
car park, to the detriment of shops already there.
Can we not have a decent museum for tourists and
local people to visit and enjoy instead of the
Eresent site tucked away at the Prom? - Mrs V

Penny in the dust! loomfield, Fambridge Road, Cold Norton.

Rare Iron Age coins
are treasure trove

oA

by ROBERT MEAD ”’f"'

B PE A L e (e T
normally happen behind

RARE Iron-Age coins dug up

<n. K . -
These" comprjse, of an

7
‘|| Secrets under the floor L&ihcas:

near Maldon have been judged
a treasure trove.
Metal detector David Marvin, from

D177 77
‘ Colchester, who found the 2000-year-old

under St Peter’s

coins, will now have them bought from
him by the Britsh Museum at market
value follo the decision made at an
uest in Ch ford.

e inquest was held to decide
whether the coins had a silver or gold
content of more than ten per cent or
whether they were more than 100-years-

tower in Maldon
High Street to
subside earlier
this year?

That's what local 22
archaeologists and
staff and visitors at
the Maeldune

Cenl:n-lulmsed : ;’)I\i gr‘::n_mlhﬂz them the property of
with the Plume i
Library in the [ | o Sise curstoc of arshasclory ot

ancient church — 1
would dearly love to = -
know because until

the mystery is

solved the main

e
they had been issued by King Dubnovel-
launos. a ruler of land in bath Kent and
Essex who was very pro-Roman.

Mr Wise said: ey are quite rare and
cenaml; very unusual. We are very
excited.

The coins were found on farmland over

a few d-lyl in March at a depth of

our and six feet. After they

hlvebeen'lluedlblwinswd.lgnon
display at Colchester museum.

Early on Monday

: a dozen
volunteer diggers
from Maldon 1
Archaeological 1 T n
Group, supervised Bt R ) SV T DR
by staff from Essex e
County Council's
archaeol
department, began
excavating the soil
under the tower

|
:
:

unearthed earlier
this year,

The molar came to
light after a large
visitor to the centre
stood on and
disl

St Peter’s tower
was rebuilt in 1450
on the site of
Maldon's first
::lﬁrch. which was

t 1,000 years
36519 ggo. e

PO

Open: 10.00am - 5.00pm
1.30pm - 5.00pm

e
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FIRELESS TELEPHONY ABOARD
e 129-ron high speed moror vacht Ceto.
o, = (0p. Lid. at Porismouth
2l member or the R.Y.S. has Ddeen
equipped with a Marcom o0-watt wireless
-elechone instailation which will enable the
vacht 0 communicate with shore wireless zele-
shone stations and with other ships. and to
-ecoive wireless navigational and weather re-
sorts. news bulletins, etc., while at sea.

Iz is ot interest to learn that ther
over 70 vachts of British registry fitted with
wireless for communication either bv zele-
graphy or telephony, some aventy-five per cent
of which also carry direction finders.

-

Communication

The above item. dated 1935, states the number of British registered yachts
able to communicate while at sea - it is still the same “over 707! We are
collecting all sorts of communication equipment for one of next year’s
displays......Can you help?... Signal Flags, Morse Keys, old Telephones -
small exchange!, Field Telephones and Wireless equipment, etc:.

Also any literature or reminiscences on the subject. Please contact Tony
Froom. but not “while at sea’! Shore number 01621 854184.

————~——AJF 250899
PARTY VISITS

The Museum ‘Party” stalwarts have again excelled themselves with their
guided tours of the Museum. but hopefully, next year our courtyard area
will be available for the containment of the school parties, making
organisation easier, (and reducing the number of children escaping to the
park!). There will be benches and larger items of interest in an assembly
area, with an extra toilet.

A recent visit by the University of the Third Age, guided by John and
Daphne Daniel had earlier strolled along the quay in perfect weather.
Haddon Spurgeon spoke entertainingly on The History of the Maldon
Little Ship Club and other waterside matters. Thanks are also due that day
10 John Yardley who spoke about Boat Building in his boatshed, and the
River Warden who opened his *schoolroom” and gave a short lesson about
the nver, No exams were involved, thank goodness!

AJF280899

almex:jM%fﬂ‘dL
PLQAM/FGMMMMS (Sﬁw.cd\ﬂ“

Yours soeerely

Many Manw and Moy /’1'3.785'




To the Museum >>>> : : |
Maldon Tovn Council

We are still suffering from the incorrect official signs in the Park. other Mialdon - Twinped with:
than the one n-l'"lhc Town Council and Maldon Society. The District signs Cuik ,.Wm:(,

still tell visitors we are al Spindles but we do have some belter news of Vilievansis France
signs on the main road.

A Town Council Office
Afier many months of negotiation berween the Town and District Councils 7 Town Hall, Market [l
and the County Council we have signs erecte d in June of this year on the Fown .‘-.la\,or. Clir. P. Rew Sl m; ':;;c: L‘}g,t;;'” .

412 and the A414 as shown below....... (If anyone asks - the "M’ is us) Fown Clerk:  Mrs. H. Vincent clephone: (0162 373 Fax:

X > " RSN~
A 38 Mr. L. Barrell,
' I I ldo n Maldon Museum Association,
44 Fambnidge Road,
h storic maritime tow MALDON,
l Essex

Our ref: HV 20" August, 1999
Dear Len.

Re: Moot Hall Keeper

We Raise Funds !

Councillor S. Thain has informed me that you are prepared (o mention in vour next

‘ ; : Museum Newsletter the vacancy of Moot Hall Keeper
On a glorious Summer Bank Holiday Monday nearly half the Commuiee

members were in evidence behind a table-iop stall among the many other At present the situation is that our previous Moot Hall Keeper retired on 31 July.

Market Traders, on the extension end of the Park. The Museum stall 1999 and since then Town Council staff have been undertaking the duties of
comprised a mixture of high quality unwanted personal possessions and :gil:d\m" locking the building for meetings and flying the flag on the appropriate

the more usual bric-a-brac found when clearing out home and museum

cupboards, and was without doubt the most interesting display that day! Al a recent meeting of the Town Council’s Finance & General Purposes Committee

This splendid effort raised in excess of two hundred pounds and happy L()nlSldCI':l“Un N\l\as "nTIn Tlo the pozslbllll\ of b;mplmmn_ a part-time I:‘CTSON 1o be \‘:\“
2 : X Hall Keeper/Moot Hall Tour Guide. Members were agreeable to this suggestion but

buyers couid be see rting clutching their treasures! P 28
uyers coutd be seen departing clutching the felt that further consideration should be given to the salary of this position and the
m possibility of a charging policy being introduced for visitors to the Moot Hall should

be re-considered
‘ EMBASSY ‘EXTRAS’ -

3 : In view of the above the appointment of Moot Hall Keeper Tour Guide is to be re-
Opened in March 1936. iubmll(cd to the next meenung of the Finance &.Gcncml Purposes Commuttee on 13"
Seating for 1250 in stalls and circle September, 1999. If, in the meantime any of your members are interested in the

position it would be gratefully appreciated if they could notify the office so that they

Wurlitser Organ with Leslie James can be contacted in due course

followed by Cecil (Vic) Hammett.

Fine Cafe. If you have any questions regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact me
Taken over by ‘STAR’ in 1967 e
’ | -
and renamed ‘STUDIO ONE'. S e
Closed in August 1982. H@/@” VML@ML
Demolished 1985.
Now Warden controlled housing. Mrs. Helen Vincent

~GG260899
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Malvon Digtrict Mugseum Aggociation

~~ ~Reqistered Chantp 301362 ~~~
Presvent -Acthur Simpson Esn

1999/2000 Committee

Chairman............ Paddy Lacey............ —— .4
Vice-Chairman ..Len Barrell............. : p
Hon. Secretary...Tony Froom............. "~ "~ "4
Hon. Treasurer...Tony Tullett........... . e
Membership Sec:..Ray Brewster........ L

Accessions Officer... Penny Cook.......E 1

Commiftee......... Colin Barbrook........
Committee................] Mike Bennett....-
Committee.............Molly Middleton..o... . .+
Committee............... Judy Tullent........ =
Committee............... Bob Wallwork..... -t

Curatorial Adviser....Nick Wickenden Esq

Museum Reception Telephone No..(01621) 842688 ;
(Answerphone when museum unattended) »

Correspondence to:
Maldon District Museum Association,
‘The Museum in the Park’
47, Mill Road, Maldon, Essex. CM9 SHX.

School Party arrangements may be made direct with our
Schools organiser Mrs Cherry Ponty, Tel: < .

FortyFourliightyliour Productions, IF'ambridge Road, Maldon.

Views expressed are those of the individual contributors.



