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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 
October 2009
Doing “Philosophy Poetically”

In our first October meeting (see below), poet Alec Bell read and talked about some of his philosophical poems, touching on topics such as identity, materialism, language (only to be expected from a poet), and philosophers Descartes, Kant, Socrates, Plato, and Wittgenstein. Our unexpected move to the quieter space of the Studio (because it was the first night of Bedroom Farce) meant that Alec could read undisturbed by coffee machine and other café sounds, and though the combination of philosophy (quite difficult) with poetry (dense and allusive) was a challenging one, it proved a very worthwhile and enjoyable evening. Chair Barrie Selwyn kicked off an interesting discussion which brought in yet more ideas and philosophers, including Schopenhauer, Hume, Berkeley, Merleau-Ponty…, a “grand tour” of philosophy which continued in The Gazebo afterwards. We are very grateful to Alec for sharing his poems and bravely offering them up for discussion. You can (re-)read some of the poems we discussed on the website. 
If you think philosophy should be a guide to life…
You might enjoy Mark Vernon’s new book Plato's Podcasts: The Ancients' Guide to Modern Living. You can find out which ancient Greek might suit you best as a philosophy-guru at What's your philosophy type?, a short, not too serious, web-questionnaire by Mark, who spoke to KPC earlier this year about his previous book, Wellbeing. The questionnaire is designed to reveal your philosophical preferences (though I found myself wanting to answer “Both” to many of the Either/Or questions). You can also see Mark talking about the key “gurus” who founded the main schools of philosophy in the ancient world in six short podcasts at http://www.markvernon.com/quiz/my-philosophy-guru/plato-films.html. 
Philosophical book exchange

If you have philosophy books or periodicals that you will never read again (or perhaps never read in the first place), why not dust them off and bring them along to a KPC evening to find a good home? 
KPC Thursdays – and one KPC Tuesday – coming up
( Tuesday October 27", 5.30pm – 7.00: “What is this thing called love?" in the Rose Culture Café: philosopher and Vice-President of Philosophy For All Dr Filiz Peach leads a discussion on aspects of love and lust, to tie in with the Rose Theatre’s “Behind Closed Doors” season. This promises to be a fascinating and popular topic, attracting theatre-goers as well as KPC regulars who can manage the different day and earlier time, and covering questions such as: Is love simply a biological/evolutionary need, or lust 'dressed up'?  What is lust, and is it a challenge to spirituality and ethics? Does selfless love exist or is it a myth? How do we distinguish love from other emotions? Is it true that 'love is but the frailty of the mind'? Free.
( Thursday November 5, 6.00pm – 7.15ish: “Guilt: a philosophical exposé”, in the Rose Gallery: Filiz Peach is joined by actor Clive Ward to explore the concept of guilt in a talk and performance of passages from Albert Camus' "The Fall". Some questions Filiz and Clive will raise include: What is guilt? What does it mean to feel guilty? Is feeling guilty irrational? Without a sense of guilt would human existence be chaotic? Space is limited in the Gallery so you will need to come along early to be sure of a seat. Free.
( Thursday December 3, 6.00pm – 7.25ish: “What next?” in the Rose Culture Café: not a philosophical topic, but your chance to help shape our 2010 programme with suggestions for next year’s topics and volunteers to lead discussions, post-it notes provided. We already have some ideas and volunteer speakers, but more are always welcome. There will also be a thought-experiment or two to discuss round tables. Free.
( January 2010: Barrie Selwyn will be leading the discussion. Free.
( March 2010: Think-in-Kingston comes round again and KPC hopes to contribute a thought or two.
See www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information about these events, including occasional changes of time, venue or topic. The further ahead, the more likely things are to change!  
Marilyn Mason  






