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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
November 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
 ( Tuesday November 6, "How Much is Enough? "The Love of Money and the Case for the Good Life": the Skidelskys' Aristotelian perspective wasn't found totally convincing, the most provocative (surprisingly, to me at least) of their 7 requirements for a  good life proving to be living in "harmony with nature"  - was this a truism or complete nonsense? You can listen (again) to economist Robert Skidelsky and philosopher Edward Skidelsky talking about their ideas at the RSA, and see the extracts and some of and questions we discussed here. 

( Wednesday November 21, Dr Ron Beadle on “Virtue and Meaningful Work” gave a fascinating paper, based on his projects and collaborations on the rarely made links between philosophy and business management, on the components of meaningful work, work's problematical relationship to personal flourishing and virtue ethics, and the puzzle that some workers in all kinds of jobs find intrinsic satisfactions and meaning in doing the job, while others, again in all kinds of jobs, need extrinsic drivers (money, mainly) to get any satisfaction at all. Opportunities to develop "independent practical reasoning" - learning, a degree of autonomy, some variety, feedback, relationships - seem to be important, so could and should the work context be designed to provide meaningful work for all?  Dr Beadle thought it was possible and essential, while those that believe that these satisfactions are subjective or that providing them would reduce productivity would argue against. 
COMING SOON to Kingston Philosophy Café 
(  Tuesday December 4, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges*: our AGM + suggestions/offers of topics for 2013 + a philosophical puzzle or two to discuss.  We will zip through the formal business of the evening (agenda on the next page) as quickly as we can, leaving plenty of time for you to help shape our programme for next year (we provide the post-it notes, you provide the ideas) + an informal café-style discussion of a philosophical paradox or two: can a statement be both true and not true at the same time?

( Wednesday December 12, 7.00 – 9.00pm, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Anja Steinbauer on Eastern philosophy. Anja is co-editor of Philosophy Now and returns to Philosophy Cafe to lead on a frequently requested topic. Filiz has suggested that we take Anja out for dinner afterwards – please let Filiz know if you’d like to join us. NB, this Wednesday meeting is earlier than usual this month to avoid clashing with the demands of Christmas.
(  Tuesday January 1 - no meeting: we think people may have better things to do on the Bank Holiday of New Year's Day.
( Wednesday January 16, 7.00 – 9.00pm, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: "What Is The Mind?" We return to the ever-fascinating problem of consciousness with Grant Bartley, an editor at Philosophy Now magazine, who argues that thoughts cannot be material things, no matter how you define matter, and therefore that the mind cannot be the brain.  So, what is it? 
ETCETERA
After January at Philosophy Cafe @ the Ram Jam: Rick Lewis on Just War?"; Natalia Doran on "Whatever did we do before Psychology", Stuart Devall on "Art, Truth and Knowledge"; Roger Jennings; Simon Blackburn; a talk on quantum physics...

After January at Philosophy Cafe @ Bridges: still open to suggestions and offers, and with some room for ad hoc topical subjects, though we have an offer from Stuart Devall, and possibly a discussion on the purpose of education.
( Kingston Skeptics in the Pub is on the first Thursday of every month in the Ram Jam Club.

( Cafe Scientifique starts in Kingston on Tuesday 27th November, and then on the last Tuesday of every month at Woody's, Ram Passage, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 1HH.

( The Royal Institute of Philosophy London Lecture Series, on Philosophical Traditions, continues weekly – see http://www.royalinstitutephilosophy.org/page/36. 
( Julian Baggini Ethics The Big Questions - Julian may return to speak to us about the book he is currently working on, on food and philosophy, sometime in 2013/2014, but in the meantime, his recently published book, a clear introduction to some long-standing ethical controversies, is well worth reading.
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.   
KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 2012 AGM

4/12/12, Bridges Café, 6.00pm
AGENDA

1. Minutes of 2011 AGM, for approval 

(see http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/index?folder_id=6695317  for 2011 Minutes and KPC constitution)

2. Matters arising
3. Chair's report / review of 2012
4. Treasurer's report (accounts will be available to read)
5. Committee for 2013: Filiz Peach (Vice-Chair), Phil Rowlands (Treasurer), and Barrie Selwyn (Chair) are willing to serve again; Marilyn Mason would be standing down after July 2013. The Committee would  welcome volunteers / nominations to take her place and share some of their duties.  MM is currently Secretary, responsible for organising Tuesday evenings at Bridges + publicity (including monthly Update) + website.

6. AOB

