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LAST MONTH
( "The moral limits of markets" on 7th October was much appreciated by the intrepid little band of Kingston philosophy enthusiasts who made it to Bloomsbury to hear the impressive communicator Professor Michael Sandel engaging in discussion with an audience of several hundred. What exactly is wrong with paid surrogacy, he asked, or would be wrong with buying friends or apologies or Nobel prizes, or paying other countries to take in your share of refugees? Sandel encouraged contributions from the audience that led to the humane and plausible answer he was seeking, one based on the negative effects on our moral and social norms of such actions, but tending to ignore other possible consequences, and indeed where these moral and social norms come   

 from. Sandel's 2010 book Justice covers some of this ground and more, with some 
 striking real-life examples, and is well worth reading. 
( Wednesday October 20, Paddy Gormley on “Timeless Timelessness” went well. His argument, illustrated with some colourful metaphors, that there is no material world and no time, that the concept of time is simply a figment of the imagination, provoked some relevant questions. Chair of the meeting Filiz Peach comments that his ideas reminded her of Bishop Berkeley's views, which reminds me of Samuel Johnson's famous commonsensical riposte to Berkeley's idea that the external, physical world does not exist: kicking a huge stone while exclaiming "I refute it thus!" But the abstract concept of time doesn't lend itself quite so well to a physical kicking – and I'm sorry I missed what must have been an entertaining discussion.

THIS MONTH – Kingston Philosophy Café does God 
( Thursday November 4, 6.00 – 7.30pm, riverside doors open 5.30pm: "Has Stephen Hawking finally killed off God?" at Bridges café, by Kingston riverside (next to the Gazebo pub). Stephen Hawking's latest book The Grand Design (2010) made headlines with its claim that God wasn't necessary to create the Universe. But can science really disprove the existence of God – or are there mysteries that science will never resolve (consciousness, quantum physics, why there is something rather than nothing, the "fine-tuning" of the universe…) that leave room for God, even if it's not quite the God that most religious believers believe in and pray to? Are science and religion in fact different "magisteria" that should stick to their separate fields of competence? Stephen Hawking also claimed that philosophy is dead too – but perhaps it's only philosophy that can shed light on these questions. Once again Kingston Philosophy Café ventures into controversial territory for an hour or two of discussion, assisted by extracts from Hawking, Stephen Jay Gould, Douglas Adams and others. See also http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/commentators/julian-baggini-if-science-has-not-actually-killed-god-it-has-rendered-him-unrecognisable-2070125.html. 
( Wednesday November 17, 7.00 – 9.00pm: Kierkegaard and Religion at the Ram Jam Club, Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road. Another discussion, chaired by Filiz Peach, on the perennially fascinating topic of religion, this time with a focus on the thinking of the philosopher Kierkegaard.
AND LATER THIS YEAR…
( Thursday December 2, 6.00 – 7.30, "What next?" at Bridges café, by Kingston riverside (next to the Gazebo pub). The evening will provide one or two thought experiments/questions on new topics to discuss, as well as your annual opportunity to shape next year's programme and/or even volunteer to lead a session. You don’t have to know all the answers to lead a discussion, just some good questions to get people thinking and talking. Ideas from previous 'What next?' sessions can be found on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/some-possible-topics/. We do need volunteers and topics at least a month before the event, and preferably longer, so that we can publicise effectively.
( Wednesday December 15, 7.00 – 9.00pm: general discussion at the Ram Jam Club, Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road
See Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                
Marilyn Mason 







