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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
June 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thursday June 7, at Bridges, James Garvey, on the relevance of biography to philosophy.  Thank you very much to James, editor of The Philosophers' Magazine, Secretary of the Royal Institute of Philosophy, and co-author of The Story of Philosophy, for leading such a fascinating discussion, ranging over whether knowing something about philosophers and their interests and intentions helps to clarify some of their more ambiguous statements, whether we should make allowances for social, political and historical contexts or ignore them, and whether reading philosophy affects our lives or merely supports our prejudices, for better or worse. James introduced us to the work of philosopher Eric Schwitzgebel on "The Relationship Between Moral Reflection and Moral Behavior" (rather weak, it seems – see http://www.faculty.ucr.edu/~eschwitz/ for links to articles such as "Do Ethicists Steal More Books?"). The latest issue (56) of The Philosophers' Magazine includes a forum on "Examined Lives" well worth reading as a follow-up.
( Wednesday June 20, at the Ram Jam Club, Mat Czaczkes asked "Why should we be moral anyway?" Thank you to Mat for raising so many challenging questions (and for some excellent pictures accompanying his talk): Is ethics about my interests or our interests or everyone's? Are "interests" the different from "flourishing" or "happiness"? Is there any ethical argument or theory that would convince a psychopath like the mythical, manipulative Lord Derren? Are we all manipulative and exploitative in our own ways, out of choice or carelessness or ignorance? Is our society organised in a way that encourages ethical ignorance (by, for example, distancing us from how our meat is farmed or our cheap clothes manufactured? Is happiness the ultimate value – and if so, what can we do about people who are happy to exploit or mistreat others? Many of Mat's provocative questions, including the title of his talk, were not fully answered despite much useful discussion, and would repay a revisit.  
COMING UP 
( Thursday July 5, 6.00pm – 7.30 at Bridges Café*: Philosophical Fun Night – we're probably not allowed to use the O-word ©, but this evening of games (well, one game, a quiz, with a small team prize, no gold medals) is our contribution to Olympic-fever, with the added features, also originating in ancient Greece, of philosophy and democracy, in the form of "open mic" – an opportunity for anyone who feels like it to have a 5-minute philosophical rant. Don't worry about coming along if you think you know very little (so did Socrates!) – we will try to create "mixed ability" tables for the quiz. 

(  Wednesday July 18, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: The Status of Music as an Art Form –  Chair of Kingston Philosophy Café and jazz aficionado Barrie Selwyn will lead a discussion with music historian and author Meirian Hughes and music critic Geof Diggines.
( AUGUST – Kingston Philosophy Café will take a short break
( SEPTEMBER – when we return to Bridges it will be on the first Tuesday evening of each month, and may include informal discussions following up some of the more meaty or open-ended talks at the Ram Jam evenings, which will continue as usual on third Wednesday evenings. Plans for the autumn programme will include talks and discussions on: Merleau-Ponty; money, metaphysics and morality; the philosophy of business; Eastern philosophy; and a performance of The Diary of a Nobody… Details will appear in due course on the website and in future Updates.
ETCETERA
( Find a Kingston Adult Education course on Philosophy starting in September here 
( Enjoy http://www.theonion.com/articles/guy-in-philosophy-class-needs-to-shut-the-fuck-up,1804/. 
( Looking In, Looking Out: Philosophy on Film Festival, 27 June - 5 July 2012, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London: an innovative series of screenings, workshops and talks in which cinema is examined and enjoyed in a philosophical context. Details here.
( WANTED: an "auditor" to look over Kingston Philosophy Café accounts before our AGM at the end of the year, on behalf of everyone who has donated during 2012. Our turnover is very small and our accounts very simple, so no great expertise is required – just the ability to read and reconcile bank statements and balance sheets. Please talk to Phil Rowlands, our treasurer, if you can help.
( Topics and volunteers to lead discussions later in the year are always welcome – see Filiz for a Ram Jam Club Wednesday evening or me for a Bridges Tuesday.
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic – and please subscribe to the website if you want to receive these monthly updates.                                                                                                                    

Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards occasional expenses are welcome.                                                                   
 







