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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

January 2010
( “Nietzsche, a personal view”, proved an excellent clear introduction to Nietzsche by Barrie Selwyn, Principal of Kingston Adult Education. Barrie outlined the historical and cultural context and the influences on Nietzsche, as well as his lasting influence on European thought, while deftly defending Nietzsche from the usual challenges: that he was mad (no more than the rest of us, it seems) and/or a Nazi (that was his sister); and the less usual challenge that he was gay (would that matter?). Barrie’s handouts and enthusiastic “personal view” prompted several other personal views and some good questions. Despite the freezing evening, around 30 people came along, and many continued talking about the ideas of this provocative thinker once the formal part of the evening stopped at around 7.00pm. There will be another chance to discuss Nietzsche soon – see below.
KPC Thursdays coming up – and now some Wednesdays too…
( Thursday 4 February, Ken Cottell on “The wood from the trees”, 6.00pm – 7.25ish in the Rose Culture Café: Ken will be exploring the frequently discussed (often in the pub) and never quite resolved topic of free will, a very apt follow-up to the January discussion on Nietzsche and to one of our December thought-experiments, but don't worry if the subject is completely new to you - everyone is welcome to come along and join in. Free.
( Wednesday 17 February, Nietzsche, Part 2, Barrie Selwyn, Principal of Kingston Adult Education, on “Nietzsche, A Philosopher for the 21st Century”, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club at The Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. More on the extraordinary influence of Nietzsche's philosophy and his impact on modern literature, psychoanalysis, continental philosophy and the key figures of existentialism and post-modernism.  Don’t worry if you missed Part 1 in January – all welcome. For Barrie’s recommended advance reading on Nietzsche, see http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/index?folder_id=3640678.
NB, different day of the week, different time and different venue from the usual – this departure for Philosophy Café is intended to cater for those who can’t manage Thursdays, or who’d prefer a different space or a later time, or who just want more philosophy. KPC will have the room to ourselves so ambient noise should be less of a problem, and drink and food will available. Thank you to Barrie Selwyn for arranging this, and the other extra KPC session below.
( Thursday 4 March, during Think-in-Kingston, Professor Kate Soper on "Beyond Consumerism?", 6.00pm – 7.25ish in the Rose Culture Café: Thoughts on pleasure, politics and the good life in the age of climate change from Kate Soper, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy in the Institute for the Study of European Transformations at London Metropolitan University and Visiting Professor at the University of Brighton. Professor Soper’s research interests include theory of needs and consumption, environmental philosophy and the aesthetics of nature. Her recent study on “Alternative hedonism and the theory and politics of Consumption” was funded in the ESRC/AHRC 'Cultures of Consumption' programme (see (www.consume.bbk.ac.uk). For more about Kate Soper, her books and her research, see http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/research-units/iset/staff/soper.cfm.
( Wednesday 24 March, during Think-in-Kingston, Kingston Philosophy Café and Kingston Adult Education present “Diary of a Nobody” with philosopher Filiz Peach and actor Clive Ward, 6.30 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club at The Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. This is another chance to see Filiz and Clive’s unique combination of philosophy and drama, this time exploring the notion of selfhood through extracts from the well-known Edwardian comic novel “Diary of a Nobody”. More information later. NB, different day of the week, different time and different venue.
Keep an eye on Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including occasional changes of time, venue or topic. The further ahead, the more likely things are to change!  
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