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December 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thursday 1 Dec, at Bridges, "Hearts v Heads", "What next?" and our AGM: "Hearts and Heads", from Julian Baggini's The Pig that Wants to be Eaten, provoked  two very different and wide-ranging discussions on whether kindness is better, more praiseworthy, if based on good nature rather than purely on duty, possibly a false dichotomy, but raising some interesting questions about free will, choice, relativism, consequentialism, and human nature and society. 
Thank you to everyone who turned out for our 2011 AGM – draft minutes here. 
"What Next?" produced some useful  topics for 2012 on post-it notes, many of which now await someone with sufficient knowledge to lead on, including: The Frankfurt School; the source of morality; moral philosophy; Islam as a political philosophy; political philosophy; Rousseau; nationalism as a political philosophy; oriental/eastern philosophy (coming up on a Wednesday in the autumn); free will v determinism; suicide (programmed for the February Thursday); British philosophers of the 1960s; an open mic night (6 people, 5 minutes "rant", 5 mins questions, chaired by Phil Rowlands); the significance of sex; "Pessimism of the intellect, optimism of the will"; an environmental topic in May (Kingston's Paint the Town Green month); a discussion on money in October (Think in Kingston month  on the theme Money) – Barrie Selwyn volunteered a talk on David Harvey's The Enigma of Capital, and Joan Robinson's Economic Philosophy was also mentioned. 

Most Thursday evenings in the first part of 2012 have already been programmed, thanks to Filiz (see http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/calendar/view), but many Wednesdays are available. If you'd like to lead a Wednesday evening discussion in the Ram Jam Club later in the year, please speak to Filiz; if you'd prefer a Thursday in Bridges please speak to me. 
( Wed 14 Dec, at the Ram Jam Club, "Plato's Euthyphro, short but interesting": Roger Harrison presented Plato's shortest dialogue and the "thorny problems" raised by Socrates' challenge of Euthyphro, including logic and definitions, ethics and the role of god(s), problems still discussed in modern philosophy. Roger's paper with its useful references will be published on our website in due course, so look out for it.
COMING UP 
( Sun 18 Dec, 11.00am – 11.00pm, Philosophy Now Festival at Conway Hall, 25 Red Lion Square, WC1R 4RL – Kingston Philosophy Café will be at London's first philosophy festival, helping to celebrate 20 years of the magazine Philosophy Now. There will be debates, lectures, workshops, games and family-friendly activities all day, all free, everyone welcome. Also a charity book sale - please bring along unwanted philosophy books, which will be sold in aid of Crisis, and buy generously. See the full programme at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/assets/other/philosophy-now-festival-dec-2.
( Thursday 5 Jan, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: What is cheating in sport? With London 2012 rapidly approaching, what counts as cheating will be topical – and we might as well get in early (though BBC R4's Start the Week beat us to it on 12/12/11). Why are hi-tech streamlined helmets and bikes allowed but not hi-tech non-textile swimsuits? How is it that sleeping and training at high altitude or simulated high altitude are legitimate, but not "blood doping"? Can philosophical discussion untangle these and other muddles of definition and ethics surrounding the Olympics and other games?

( Wed 18 Jan, 7.00 – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**: Historical Narrative and the Metaphysics of Time. Filiz Peach leads the discussion.
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on these events + many already scheduled for 2012 + updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.  All our past discussions are also there.
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who has helped to make this another successful year for the Philosophy Café  by leading discussions and by joining in, sharing your knowledge and interests and asking excellent questions – and best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,










Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.
Our meetings are open to all and free, but they are in cafes and bars so you should be prepared to buy refreshments, and donations towards our costs are welcome.






