KINGSTON MARKET PLACE MOVES IN A GREEN DIRECTION

 

Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston has been out and about rewarding good practice in Kingston shops with Bronze, Silver or Gold certificates. The first Gold Certificates for being plastic-bag-free in Kingston were awarded to Lush and Food for Thought in the Market Place, and several shops and stall holders in the Market Place* were awarded Silver or Bronze certificates for making significant moves towards reducing their use of plastic carrier bags. Also awarded certificates were some shops on Richmond Road and The Place on Castle Street - and others are in the pipeline**.
Campaign co-ordinator Marilyn Mason says: “My ideal would be for the Market Place to become Kingston’s first plastic-bag-free zone and show the rest of Kingston how it can be done. There’s some way to go before that can happen, but it’s been very encouraging talking to these retailers and stallholders. It’s easier for some kinds of trader than others, of course – independents can decide for themselves not to use plastic carrier bags and benefit directly from reduced costs, and some retailers don’t in fact need to use many bags. Some enlightened chains are also moving in this direction. Most retailers today are aware of the costs, both to them and to the environment, of plastic carrier bags – they see the litter and read the papers just like the rest of us. There have been some surprises – several reported that older shoppers were better than young ones at bringing along their own shopping bags, which I hadn’t expected given how environmentally-aware young people are these days.” 

Kingston retailers who encourage customers to use their own bags, and/or do not give away plastic carrier bags, and/or provide long-life bags or ones made of recycled or compostable materials, and/or minimise plastic packaging and waste, are invited to contact us for a certificate; the first of these green actions will earn a Bronze certificate; all four will earn a Gold. Retailers can also apply for upgrades as they improve their practice – more information in the Retailers’ section of this website.
 

Towards a Plastic-Bag-Free Kingston is also giving away free magnetic cards designed to remind customers to use their own bags and assistants to ask whether they really need a carrier bags. Retailers can contact us to get a magnetic reminder as long as stocks last. 
Notes for editors
* Photos of market stallholders with their certificates here.
**The full list of November certificate awards:
Gold

Lush, Market Place 
Food for Thought, Market Place 
Silver
The Fish Stall,(2) Kingston Market 
Sahara Taste, (16) Kingston Market 

West Cornwall Pasty Co, Market Place

Sweaty Betty, Market Place

Headquarters, Market Place
Bronze

Neal’s Yard Bakery, (1) Kingston Market
Kents, (7) Kingston Market 
Tony’s, (9) Kingston Market 

PLH Mobile Phones and Electrics, (3) Kingston Market

Eric & Sons, (13) Kingston Market

Dave Prentice, (15) Kingston Market

AWS, (17) Kingston Market 
P & A Cards, (21) Kingston Market

Marina’s, (23) Kingston Market

The Place, Castle Street

Jay’s Newsagent, Richmond Road

Costcutter, Richmond Road

Classico, Richmond Road

R A Bevan & Sons, Richmond Road

